
SEE WHAT IT’S LIKE TO FIT IN  

BECAUSE YOU STAND OUT.

PROGRAM FOR THE EXCEPTIONALLY GIFTED



for 13- to 16-year-olds who’ve taken at least one high school 

course (including rising 8th graders)

a path to earning your college degree early; PEG students 

have the same core curriculum, choose from the same wide 

range of majors and minors, and earn the same bachelor’s 

degree as Mary Baldwin’s traditional undergraduate students 

a residential setting where students are fully immersed in 

campus life — from theatre productions to Division III athletics 

to student government, and much more

a safe, secure community with a designated residence hall that 

has round-the-clock supervision 

part of the Mary Baldwin College for Women, with a focus on 

leadership, service, and self-exploration

Edlene, 15
“PEG is not a competition. There is such a strong system of 

support and encouragement in PEG. We help review each 

other’s papers, we discuss project ideas, and we have lengthy 

conversations and debates about the world.” 

READY? 
You crave academic challenge, and hope your friends do, too. You want  

to chase down your big dreams and make the world a better place.  

And you’d like to get started right now. Mary Baldwin University has  

the place for you.

Our Program for the Exceptionally Gifted (PEG) is a residential 

program similar to a boarding school. But there’s one key difference: 

at the end of four years, you will graduate with a college degree.

Don’t quite think of yourself as “exceptionally gifted”? 

Don’t worry. Being a perfect match for PEG is about 

more than being super smart. Strong test scores 

and GPAs are a good start, but what’s even  

more important is a drive to do your best,  

your maturity, and excitement about  

starting college early. 

PEG IS NOT

PROGRAM FOR THE EXCEPTIONALLY GIFTED

a dual-enrollment program 

located on a separate campus 

a predetermined set of courses and activities

1985 The year PEG 

was founded 

as a pioneering option for 

radically accelerated students

MID 50% SAT SCORES 

1150-1210
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MID 50% ACT SCORES

STUDENT/FACULTY RATIO

12:1

PEG IS

I felt like it was the place I was meant to be.  
I could start on my college degree right away 
and take all the classes I wanted to.” CORINNE, 17



Phoenix, 16 

“Our gatherings usually just happen organically. A few 

people will be in the lounge talking about something, and 

they will get excited and their voices will draw more people 

in, and then — before you know it — a big group of us are 

in an intense discussion that goes on for hours.”  

Camry, 16 

“The PEG Center is our space.  Whatever is going on in class, or 

on the rest of campus, we know we can come back here to relax, 

recharge, and feel at home. You will always find someone to talk 

with about a concern or share good news, and there is always a 

staff member here if you need a shoulder to lean on.”

HOME AWAY FROM HOME

We encourage you to apply! To begin the process 
and to help us effectively guide your college 
journey, please submit the following items: 

•  PEG application (online)

•  Short personal essays (4)

•  Full grade school/high school transcript

•  SAT/ACT scores

•  Recommendations from teachers and  
a school administrator

The PEG Center — built in 2003 and conveniently 

located between Pearce Science Center and Grafton 

Library — is a living-learning environment created 

specifically for our youngest residents. Designed to 

meet students’ academic and social needs, the building 

features a study room, lounge, laundry, and small kitchen 

on each of its three floors. Student rooms are arranged 

in clusters, each supervised by a live-in staff member 

(including nights and weekends). Office staff is also 

available 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. on weekdays, and doors 

are locked round-the-clock. PEG students live in the 

Center until they are at least 16 years old. 

BEYOND THE PEG CENTER

The MBU campus is your campus, and the city 

of Staunton is your community. PEG students are 

encouraged not only to be members, but to lead student 

clubs and organizations and to take on positions in our 

active Student Government Association. (In fact, the SGA 

presidents in 2011–12 and 2014–15 were PEG students.) 

PEGs also are key players on the college’s Division III 

basketball, cross country, soccer, softball, tennis, track 

and field, and volleyball athletics teams. 

And let’s not forget that eclectic downtown Staunton is 

just steps away. From leading a children’s class at the 

Staunton-Augusta Art Center to catching a movie at the 

Visulite to indulging in a few scoops of homemade gelato 

at The Split Banana, the city is brimming with things to 

keep you busy. Travel a little farther and you’ll find Gypsy 

Hill Park, the Green Valley Book Fair, and hiking in the 

Blue Ridge Mountains, among other diversions. 

We also want to learn more about 

you and your family. An important 

part of the evaluative process is 

the individual student interview 

and the family interview, where we 

get to know you as a socializing, 

thinking human being. The 

interviews can be arranged as part 

of a day or overnight visit.

ADMISSIONS



MORE THAN A MAJOR

marybaldwin.edu/academics  See our full list of majors and minors, from biology and chemistry to studio art.

AFTER MARY BALDWIN
Recent graduate school acceptances

College of William & Mary 

Columbia University

Dartmouth College

Duke University

Harvard Law School

Princeton University

Stanford University

University of Texas at Austin

University of Virginia

Sampling of professional positions

American Shakespeare Center, marketing manager

Anthem Health Care, disability policy 
engagement director

City of Hampton (Virginia), assistant 
Commonwealth’s attorney

Family Refuge Center, social worker

Harvard Medical School, critical care fellow

iCrossing, director of data science and analytics

NASA, project scientist

Peace Corps volunteer

Stanford University, assistant dean

The Metropolitan Club (Washington DC), 
director of communications

The Riverside Church, director of stewardship 
and development

United Nations Mechanism for International Criminal 
Tribunals, associate legal officer

You can grab opportunity from the moment you set foot on the MBU 

campus. We have more than 40 degree programs grounded in an 

understanding of the liberal arts and sciences, plus professional school 

preparation like pre-medicine and pre-law. Our alumnae go on to 

graduate school at some of the nation’s best universities and pursue 

exciting careers in cutting-edge fields.  

Whether it’s in a lab or in the library, undergraduates tackle real, relevant 

research projects at Mary Baldwin. You have the chance to present your 

original project at regional or national conferences and MBU’s annual 

Capstone Festival. 

What you do outside the classroom is just as important as your formal 

studies. Applied, experiential learning is where it really sinks in. You can 

study abroad as a PEG student, and MBU’s unique three-week May Term 

is a popular time to travel with professors to Costa Rica, Mexico, Italy, El 

Salvador, and other locales. Closer to home, meaningful campus jobs, 

internships, and service projects in the surrounding community build your 

resumé while you learn.

Thinking about starting college before finishing 

high school means thinking about paying for 

college sooner than expected. We understand that 

investing in higher education ahead of schedule 

might not be easy and are committed to working 

with families to make PEG affordable to a diverse 

group of students.

•   Merit scholarships — determined by 

previous academic achievement

•   Need-based aid — determined by family 

income and other factors

YOUR FINANCIAL AID PACKAGE MAY INCLUDE: 

AFFORDABILITY

“
As our daughter 
went through the 
program, we saw 
her confidence and 

leadership skills grow. She 
served on several boards as well 
as the President’s Society, and 
she was Student Government 
Association president. Each 
experience shaped her as a 
strong, independent, confident 
young women.”

WHAT ABOUT MY HIGH 
SCHOOL DIPLOMA?

Because PEG is not a dual 

enrollment program, students 

do not complete high school 

courses or receive a high 

school diploma from Mary 

Baldwin. Earning a high school 

diploma isn’t necessary for your 

admission into the PEG program, 

and most PEG students realize 

that the bachelor’s degree 

they will earn opens the door 

to a wide range of career and 

graduate school options.

•   Virginia Tuition Assistance Grant — for Virginia residents, $3,300 in 2017–18 

•   Malone Scholarship — a PEG-specific scholarship funded by the Malone 

Foundation and awarded to a student with financial need, a proven academic 

record, and personal integrity 

KELLY VASILOFF
MOM OF KRISTIA VASILOFF ’15

OUR OUTSTANDING FACULTY

•     Are seen by students as true 

mentors, and often play a key role in 

decisions about career and advanced 

studies. 

•     Are available outside of class during 

office hours (and beyond those hours 

when needed). 

•     Are leaders in their fields, including 

published authors, community 

organization heads, and sought-after 

researchers.

•     Two faculty members serve as 

academic advisors to new PEG  

students (until they declare a major), 

guiding them in class  selection and 

designing their four-year-plan in our 

BOLD 101 orientation course. 
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SCHEDULE YOUR VISIT TODAY: 
Office of Admissions

1-800-468-2262

admit@marybaldwin.edu

marybaldwin.edu/visit

We know going off to college early is a big 
decision. The best way to discover more about 
PEG is to come visit us for an overnight stay,  
and experience it for yourself!

Mary Baldwin University does not discriminate on the basis of sex or gender (*see exceptions for admission to programs 

within the College for Women), nor does the University discriminate on the basis of race, national or ethnic origin, color, age, 

disability, religion, veteran’s status, sexual orientation, gender identity, or gender expression in its educational programs, 

admissions, co-curricular or other activities, or employment practices. Inquiries may be directed to the Director of Human 

Resources, 540-887-7367, Student Activities Center 311, Mary Baldwin University, Staunton, Virginia 24401.

 
*Exceptions within the College for Women: Virginia Women’s Institute for Leadership, Program for the Exceptionally Gifted. 

TRAVEL TIME FROM:

Charlottesville, VA  45 minutes

Richmond, VA  2 hours

Washington, DC  2 hours 45 min

Baltimore, MD 3 hours 

Virginia Beach, VA  3 hours 45 min 

Raleigh, NC 4 hours 15 min

NEARBY AIRPORTS

Shenandoah Valley Regional Airport (Weyers Cave): 20 min

Charlottesville Albemarle Airport: 45 min

Lynchburg Regional Airport: 1 hour 15 min

Roanoke-Blacksburg Regional Airport: 1 hour 20 min

Richmond International Airport: 2 hours

Washington Dulles International Airport: 2 hours 15 min

READY TO VISIT?
Mary Baldwin University

@MaryBaldwinU

marybaldwinuniversity

Richmond

Atlanta

Washington, D.C. New York City
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