
 
 

COVID-19 Community Update  
September 11, 2020 

Summary: 

● Three new cases of COVID-19 confirmed this week 
● MBU will enact a two-week period of heightened safety measures 
● All members of the community are expected to comply with these new 

measures and continue to mask, distance, and monitor symptoms. 

Two-Week Period of Heightened Safety Measures  

In an update to our communication earlier this week, two additional cases of COVID-19 
have been confirmed on the Staunton campus this week, bringing the total number of 
new cases on the Staunton campus to three. As stated in our Wednesday email, we 
anticipated that there would be additional cases based on what we know about the 
virus and how it spreads.  

While the Virginia Department of Health has indicated that MBU is still tracking far 
below the number of cases seen at peer institutions three weeks into the semester, we 
want to keep it that way. 

For the next two weeks – which is the natural cycle of the virus  – MBU will undertake 
heightened safety measures to reduce close contacts on campus. We are taking these 
measures in an abundance of caution with the goal of minimizing the spread from any 
undiagnosed cases. The following measures will take effect at  8:00 a.m., Saturday, 
September 12: 

● In-person student group/organization meetings will be suspended. These may 
take place virtually. 

● Student study or project groups are strongly encouraged to meet virtually.  
● Visitors to dorm rooms will be limited to one visitor at a time, maintaining 6 

feet of social distance and all parties wearing masks. 

https://marybaldwinuniversity.cmail19.com/t/i-i-mlivyd-l-y/


● If you travel away from campus, you may be asked to quarantine upon your 
return.  

● All university-sanctioned student travel is suspended. This includes travel by 
student clubs and organizations, MBU programs (e.g. VWIL, PEG, etc.), and 
travel related to academic instruction.  

● Capacity in the Center for Student Success will be reduced from 36 to 18. 
● In-person tutoring services will be suspended and continue virtually.  
● In-person study halls for athletics, VWIL, and other groups will be suspended. 

These may take place virtually.  
● Attendance/participation in practices by athletic teams will be reduced by 

50%. 

In addition to these measures, MBU will conduct surveillance testing among a strategic 
sample of the community in the coming days and weeks. If you are part of this sample, 
you will be contacted with instructions. We are not recommending widespread 
asymptomatic testing at this time, but if you develop any symptoms (fever, chills, 
cough, shortness of breath, headache, body aches, or sore throat) please self-isolate, 
contact the Health Center, and email covid19@marybaldwin.edu. 

What activities will continue?  

So long as individuals are masked and socially distant, the following activities will 
continue unchanged: 

● In-person classes 
● Use of Grafton Library 
● In-person dining (though grab and go is encouraged) 
● Independent outdoor exercise/recreation 
● Scheduled, individual workouts at the PAC 

The MBU Pandemic Team will continue to carefully monitor campus testing trends and 
may enact additional safety measures if necessary. That said, it is our intention to 
resume our current operations in two weeks, assuming that testing trends and data 
indicate that it is prudent to do so. 

What can you do?  

While data does not indicate that there are many undiagnosed cases on campus, the 
most practical way to avoid contracting or spreading COVID is to conduct yourself as if 
those around you may have it.  This means complying with these new reduced contact 
measures and strictly observing all of the preventive guidelines that MBU has prescribed 
since the campus reopened: 



● Wear your mask, including in your dorm room and in residence hall 
common areas. 

● Maintain 6 feet of social distance at all times. 
● Wash your hands frequently and thoroughly. 
● Monitor your symptoms closely and report them through the Campus Clear 

app. 
● Avoid travel. Carefully consider whether travel is truly necessary. 
● Hold one another accountable. Respectfully intervene when you see risky 

behavior. Reporting to the Pandemic Team may be helpful, but it cannot 
curtail the behavior as it is happening, which is when it matters most. 

Once again, these two additional cases were diagnosed because the processes we have 
in place for monitoring, testing, and contact tracing are working.  

In conjunction with the vigilant efforts of the Pandemic Team, it is critical that 
everyone do their part to keep the MBU family healthy and ensure that the residential 
campus remains open to in-person learning for the rest of the semester.  

Thank you for your flexibility and continued vigilance to keep our campus safe and 
healthy. 

The Pandemic Team 

  

 


