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On the COver: 

Violinist Jessica Walker, a first-year student in the Program
for the Exceptionally Gifted (PEG), with her instrument on
Cannon Hill. Walker, a 14-year-old from Maryland, hopes to
pursue a major in physics and minors in music performance,
math, and creative writing. She represents MBC's thriving
liberal arts environment and the ambitious interests that
have characterized PEG students throughout the program's
25-year history. PHOTO By SERA PETRAS
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SOMETHING BORROWED,

SOmething new
Did you pause to look a little longer at the cover of

your magazine? The college’s flagship publication

debuted in 1987 as The Mary Baldwin College

Magazine (in its current form — there were

magazine-like publications prior to that time), and its

title has remained largely unchanged for nearly 25

years. The title was clear. It was unmistakable. It

worked. The most dramatic alteration happened in

1991, when the cover was redesigned to incorporate

the word "College" in the header. 

unveiling a new title in this issue is genuinely a

bold decision, one that reflects Mary Baldwin's

continuing innovation and reinvention for future

success. The phrase “Boldly Baldwin” was introduced

rather unintentionally by President Pamela Fox

during her opening convocation address in 2008,

and student leaders immediately embraced the

words as a rallying call for campus spirit. Three years

later, we not only vocalize the motto, we live it. 

This will always be the Mary Baldwin College

magazine. As a way of reflecting what we are as well

as who we are, we give you Boldly Baldwin. 

Jessica Walker ‘15, photographer Sera Petras, and Boldly Baldwin magazine art director Gretchen Long shooting this issue’s cover photo on Cannon Hill.  PHOTO By DR. MARIO RuIz
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NEW ENDEAVORS, 
PROGRAM MILESTONES 
REVEAL WISDOM

FROM THE preSident’S deSk

enrollment and establish a reputation in the
field. In the long term, the programs will
not only support themselves, but also
return significant resources to the college
for reinvestment. The donor holds great
enthusiasm for the health sciences initiative
and for the future of our college. 

The Trustees’ decision to move
forward was the culmination of many
months of thorough and detailed research,
careful analysis, and reasoned discussion.
Our mission of nurturing confident,
compassionate changemakers converged
with trends in higher education and the
job market to convince us that the
promising areas for MBC’s graduate
program expansion are education and the
health sciences. Our first-rate Graduate
Teacher Education program is already
flourishing, and we will continue to
develop its potential to serve students and
societal needs. 

Health sciences programs offer new
opportunities that are central to our
mission and responsive to the market. In
addition, they build upon Mary Baldwin
College’s long-standing commitment to the
liberal arts and sciences and undergraduate
research. The demand for qualified
professionals is growing rapidly and there
are more qualified applicants seeking such
degrees than colleges and universities
across the country can accommodate.

As the program matures, we will be

equipped to prepare excellent health care
providers for our area, strengthening our
historic commitment to being a college
within our community. Already this fall, our
exciting announcements have created
renewed momentum for MBC, Staunton,
and Augusta County. 

Of course, we expect MBC alumnae/i
and friends to have questions, and we will
share additional details as decisions are
made. I can say with confidence that our
new graduate programs will be positioned
to be competitive in the market both
regionally and nationally. We expect
students to enroll in our physical therapy
and occupational therapy programs in 2014
and for physician assistant in 2015. Our plan
calls for total enrollment of about 300
students by program maturity in 2019.

The new graduate programs will
require dedicated space and sophisticated
equipment. We are not able to house the
health sciences on our historic campus, so
we are evaluating several nearby locations
and hope to announce a decision in
February 2012.

We remain committed to our
undergraduate Residential College for
Women and the exceptional educational
opportunities it provides. Daily life for our
women on campus is vibrant and focused
on the liberal arts and sciences as an ideal
foundation for composing lives of purpose. 

New initiatives and milestones alike
demonstrate the core strengths we have
retained since our founding: academic
excellence, entrepreneurial spirit, and the
education of the whole person. For 170
years this institution has had the wisdom
to stay true to our mission and the
courage and will to change as the world
changes around us. 

Dr. Pamela Fox

true tO Our BOld Spirit, WE ARE PREPARING TO LAuNCH
NEW GRADuATE PROGRAMS IN THE HEALTH SCIENCES. WE
PLAN TO INITIALLy OFFER THREE HIGH-DEMAND DEGREES:
DOCTOR OF PHySICAL THERAPy, DOCTOR OF OCCuPATIONAL
THERAPy, AND MASTER OF PHySICIAN ASSISTANT STuDIES. 

F
all 2011 has been an exciting
semester, full of auspicious
beginnings and significant
celebrations. We are about to
complete Phase I of the Pearce

Science Center renovation. We established
a new affiliation with the Heifetz
International Music Institute, which will
bring young musicians of the highest
caliber to our campus each summer. We
commemorated the 25th anniversary of
the Program for the Exceptionally Gifted
and the 10th anniversary of our graduate
programs in Shakespeare and
Performance, giving us good reason to
reflect on the signature programs that
have propelled Mary Baldwin College
forward through the years. And, in
October, Trustees voted to pursue a new
initiative that will usher in the next thriving
chapter for our college. 

True to our bold spirit, we are
preparing to launch new graduate
programs in the health sciences. We plan
initially to offer three high-demand
degrees: Doctor of Physical Therapy,
Doctor of Occupational Therapy, and
Master of Physician Assistant Studies. 

An alumna close to the heart of the
Mary Baldwin family has committed $15
million — the largest single gift to the
college — toward the development of our
health sciences programs. The funding will
support the programs as we build
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makingAN
entranCe
New Faculty Put Collaborative Research First

S
ince fall 2010, Mary Baldwin
College has welcomed 17
dynamic, tenure-track faculty
members across the disciplines in

MBC’s many strong programs including
the Residential College for Women, the
Adult Degree Program, and the graduate
program in Shakespeare and
Performance. Whether teaching in the
arts and humanities, the sciences, the
social sciences, or pre-professional
disciplines, each person was drawn by
the energy and engagement of the MBC
community. These accomplished
scholars are eager to be part of the
college’s transformative educational
environment, and they share the MBC
committment to students. 

The School of Science welcomed
the largest number of new colleagues
— an appropriate emphasis in
connection with the renovation of
Pearce Science Center and our
commitment to excellence in science
education for the 21st century. Biology,
chemistry, mathematics, physics, and
psychology all added new faculty either
in fall 2010 or fall 2011. Mentoring young
women to become practicing scientists
is a priority for these professors, and
they serve as excellent role models.
Assistant Professor of Biology Anne
Allison, Assistant Professor of Chemistry
Maria Craig, and Assistant Professor of
Physics Nadine Gergel-Hackett have
obtained external grant funding to
conduct research in collaboration with
undergraduate students. 

In keeping with Mary Baldwin
College’s long-standing strength in the
liberal arts, there were also many hires in

the School of Arts, Humanities, and
Renaissance Studies. Appointments in
English, history, religion, Renaissance
studies, Spanish, and theatre include
Katherine Low, the college’s first new
chaplain in 25 years, and Matt Davies, a
former associate director and performer
for Actors from the London Stage. This
group of new faculty members brings to
us scholarship and life experiences from
northern California, Ohio, upstate New
york, south Texas, and Wales. 

The team of new faculty is rounded
out by key additions in the School of
Social Sciences, Business, and Global
Studies and the School of Education,
Health, and Social Work. Professionally
focused programs at Mary Baldwin added
instructors and garnered recognition. The
Health Care Administration program
continues to be one of the few fully
certified small college programs in the
country; the social work program is
demonstrating mastery in its final year of
candidacy for national accreditation; and
the business program has fully embraced
its sustainability emphasis, giving
students invaluable resources to succeed
beyond Mary Baldwin. The focus on
sustainability was central to attracting
Assistant Professor of Business Joseph
Sprangel, who spent many years in
industry — including machine design
and manufacturing engineering —
before entering a career in academia. 

In the model of Mary Baldwin’s
current and former professors, our
newest faculty members are deeply
knowledgeable practitioners of their
disciplines whose first and abiding
commitment is to teaching.

By Catharine O’Connell, vice president for academic affairs and dean of the college

NOT PICTuRED

matthew hunSinger
Psychology
University of Massachusetts

Best lesson from 
a student: Sometimes, you
just need to have class outside.

anne alliSOn
Biology
University of Virginia

first thing you owned
with an mBC logo:
My beloved green coffee mug.

Chandra maSOn
Psychology
James Madison University

first thing you owned
with an mBC logo: 
The ADP faculty handbook.

aBigail wightman 
Anthropology
University of Oklahoma

theme song: Oklahoma Breakdown by 
Mike Hosty, a musician in Norman, Oklahoma. 
It reminds me of my time in graduate school 
and my friends and family there.

JOSeph Sprangel
Business administration
Lawrence Technological University

when we say “professor,”
you say: “What can I do to help?”
The professor/student dynamic is
interesting because it often extends
beyond helping them understand the
course material.

mary Clay
thOmaS
Social work
University of Vermont

Best lesson from
a student: Going to
college is a privilege.

MBCnewS

read more about the lives and work of a few of a few
of our new professors at www.mbc.edu/magazine»
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kriSten egan
English
Loyola University

favorite course to teach:
Literature and the Environment,
which also happened to be my
favorite course as an undergrad.

Jenna hOlt 
Psychology
James Madison University

life-changing moment: When I
was an undergrad, I had a different
major than psychology, and I really
wasn’t enjoying my classes. During a
visit home, my mother took me aside
to ask me what I really wanted with
my life and my career. Then and there
I told her that I wanted to go into
psychology, and I never looked back.

katherine lOw
Religion and college chaplain
Texas Christian University

Best lesson from a
student: I tend to pay
more attention to the center
of the classroom. Now, I
work to focus on students
sitting on the sides. 

BrenCi patiñO
Spanish
University of Illinois

theme song: El sol que tú
eres (The Sun That You Are). It is a
beautiful traditional Mexican
song about social justice.

Janna Segal
Theatre 
University of California

greatest unfinished
project: My self. I keep
working at it, but I assume it will
remain unfinished, or if finished,
it will be subject to change.

SuSan StearnS
History
University of Chicago

greatest unfinished
project:
I wrote a novel (actually, two of
them) that I just need to find time
to revise.

paula daviS-Olwell
Health Care Administration
Johns Hopkins University

first thing you owned
with an mBC logo: 
This shirt!

maria Craig 
Chemistry
University of Wisconsin

first thing you owned
with an mBC logo:
Baseball cap to wear to my
sons’ Little League games.

JOdie miller
Mathematics
Columbus State University

favorite course to teach: 
Statistics. I enjoy the real-world
applications and interesting lab
activities so much that I even
conduct training for AP statistics
teachers in the summer.

nadine gergel-haCkett
Physics
University of Virginia

favorite course to teach: 
Anything starting with “PHyS.”

matt davieS
Shakespeare and Performance
University of Texas 

Best course as a student: 
Post-war British Political Drama. 
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Pond Named New ADP Director

Lallon Pond’s Mary Baldwin College career started
in 1992 with a dual role as professor for
undergraduate
students and those in
the college’s Adult
Degree Program (ADP).
After 20 years of
evolving positions in
the expanding
program, Pond was
named associate dean
of the college and ADP
director for the 2011–12
academic year after the
departure of Dean Nancy Krippel.

In addition to continuing with some student
advising, Pond is involved in strategic planning for
ADP, developing new initiatives and markets to
ensure that the program meets overall enrollment
targets and goals in each regional center. She
hopes to leverage Mary Baldwin’s professional-
track academic programs, such as education and
social work, and federal initiatives, such as Troops
to Teachers, to appeal to adult students.

Krippel joined MBC in 2003 as dean of adult
and graduate studies and associate professor of
English, and her role grew to include the
responsibilities of associate dean of the college in
2009. In summer 2011, she relocated to become
provost at Brenau university in Gainesville, Georgia. 

During her tenure, Krippel provided
leadership for the ongoing development of ADP
graduate programs, summer programs, as well as
the college’s corporate training initiative, LearnInc.
She also carried overall responsibility for distance
learning, program planning and assessment,
budgeting, marketing, admissions, recruiting and
evaluating faculty and staff, maintaining academic
standards, and formulating policy. 

Krippel’s leadership guided MBC to expand
ADP’s regional presence in Virginia by opening
centers at Southern Virginia Higher Education
Center in South Boston, Rappahannock Community
College in Glenns, and Thomas Nelson Community
College in Williamsburg. In 2007, the college also
signed an agreement guaranteeing admission and
full transfer of credit between MBC and all Virginia
community colleges.

Catharine O’Connell, vice president for
academic affairs and dean of the college, leads
planning and administration for graduate studies —
the other element of Krippel’s former position — at
this time. The college also has launched a search for
a dean of health sciences, to oversee new graduate
programs in physical therapy, occupational therapy,
and physician assistant studies.

in memOry
MargarET “PEggy” PinkSTon 
PROFESSOR EMERITA OF BIOCHEMISTRy

She was 57 when she began teaching at Mary
Baldwin College in 1976, but Margaret
“Peggy” Pinkston was as energetic and
innovative as her younger colleagues in the
science department. Although her tenure as a
faculty member ended more than 20 years
ago, Pinkston’s contributions in the lab and
gentle demeanor left an enduring
impression, as shown by those who shared
memories when they learned of her passing
on September 27.

“When I came here in 1980 as a brand-
new faculty member, it was Peggy who
really took me under her wing,” said
Associate Professor of Biology Lundy Pentz.
“She really kind of adopted everybody. She
came across as just the most gracious, warm
individual.” 

Before Pinkston entered academia she
earned her diploma from The Julliard School
of Music and played violin professionally for
several years. Her musical career included a
stint as concert master for a 13-piece, all-
female string group that served with the uSO
in Germany near the end of World War II.
After marrying James Pinkston and
relocating to Lebanon — where he served as
dean of the medical division of the American
university of Beirut — she poured her
energy and enthusiasm into raising their
children. 

The family moved back to the united
States before the birth of their third child, and
several years later, with two children in
college and one in high school, Pinkston
decided to pursue her own degree. More
than just maintaining the B average she
needed to secure free tuition, she graduated
magna cum laude from Brooklyn College
with a degree in chemistry. 

“Although she had a degree from
Julliard, I don’t think she felt like she had a
college degree,” said her eldest daughter, J.
Elizabeth “Betsy” Pinkston, a pediatrician in
the Staunton area. “In a way, she was
following in her family’s footsteps,” Betsy
Pinkston said, explaining that her mother’s
father was a physicist and her sister earned a

PhD in anatomy and was a professor at
Emory university.

Pinkston helped advance scientific study
at MBC, receiving grants from the National
Science Foundation for electrophoresis and
chromatography equipment and publishing
several scientific articles and a book about
protein interactions. Pentz credits his former
colleague with first experimenting with tissue
culture at Mary Baldwin, work she undertook
to help better understand a food allergy she
thought she had inherited. 

After retirement in 1989, Pinkston
rekindled her interest in playing the violin.
According to her daughter, it was not
uncommon for her to practice for six hours a
day. At age 70, she auditioned and was
accepted to the Charlottesville & university
Symphony Orchestra, where she continued
to perform for 10 years. 

Former student Joi Phelps Walker ‘82
shared her reflections via Facebook: “Dr.
Pinkston opened my mind to the range of
possibilities that a woman could pursue. Here
she was, a PhD in biochemistry and an
accomplished violinist as well. She was a
powerful role model to young women just
breaking into science in the late 1970s.”

MARGARET “PEGGy” PINKSTON, 1919–2011

MBCnewS
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« Shaken, nOt Stirred: 
There was nothing like an earthquake
(Virginia’s largest in 100 years) and a
hurricane (Irene caused an estimated $7
billion in damage from North Carolina to
New England) to welcome new and
returning students during move-in and
orientation 2011. The campus and
community were spared from damage
and injury. 

« peg in prague: Mary Baldwin’s
accomplishments in educating gifted girls
were in the spotlight at the World Council
for Gifted and Talented Children. Stephanie
Ferguson, executive director of MBC’s Early
College programs, was part of a group of
attendees that included educators, parents,
and students from 57 countries.

« BruSh StrOkeS and BiOlOgy:
Longtime MBC professors Lundy Pentz
(biology) and Sara Nair James ‘69 (art
history) formed an academic dream team at
the Summer Teachers Institute in Technical
Art History. The pair hopes to collaborate on
an honors seminar that integrates what they
learned about using scientific methods to
investigate works of art.

   

newSNOTES
« read more at www.mbc.edu/news

« girl On the run: Sophomore
Sophia Stone represented MBC at the
NCAA championship cross country meet
in November, clocking a 6K time of 21:39
to finish 31st out of 277 runners. During the
season, Stone set several MBC records and
she was the second athlete in MBC history
to be honored with All-American status.

25 faces
ofPEG Send your story:

« www.mbc.edu/faces-of-peg

alumnae, Students tell Story of peg
When she looks at pictures from their first year at Mary Baldwin College, Stephanie Ferguson finds it hard to
believe that the 11 girls who comprised the inaugural class of the Program for the Exceptionally Gifted (PEG) in
1985 are now women in their 40s. 

Twenty-six years after that first cohort enrolled, PEG still is the only full-time program in the country for
gifted female students. Then, it was merely an idea. Today, it is an internationally acclaimed program drawing
students from all 50 states as well as foreign countries.

As executive director of MBC’s Early Residential College, Ferguson wanted a unique way to commemorate
PEG’s 25th anniversary. The 25 Faces of PEG project emerged as a creative, meaningful way to tell (and share)
the story of PEG through its greatest assets: its students. 

“While reading submissions, I was struck by the common threads woven through many of the vignettes,”
Ferguson said. “Taking the risk of skipping all or part of high school resulted in finding intellectual peers, lifelong
friends, and self-understanding. Accelerating the pace of education provided extra time to allow for exploration
and experience. These are the threads I like to highlight as I speak with prospective PEGs and their families.”

Now live online, the project includes students and alumnae who represent the program’s broad spectrum
— which includes geographic, ethnic, academic, and socioeconomic diversity. The internet launch is just the
beginning. Ferguson would like as many testimonials as possible to compile a “virtual” history as an electronic
book. She envisions printing the first-person history in the future. 

liSa antOniOtti
Entered in 1988 at age 16

“PEG instilled in me a
sense of lifelong
learning and lifelong
contribution. I plan to
work with cardiac and
cancer patients in stress-
reduction methods.
Tibetan Buddhism
contains a large body of
knowledge on end-oflife
process. Therefore, I
also am training to be a
special kind of hospice
worker to help people
pass peacefully at end of
life. I am not a scientist,
a professor, or an
executive. I am not a
doctor, an author, or an
artist. I am a learner, I
am a leader, and I am
definitely a PEG.”

nia Zalmamea
Entered in 1994 at age 15

“It was a tremendous
challenge socially to be
away from my close
friends and peers and
finding myself among
girls who seemed much
more deserving and
much more intelligent
than me. yet, I found
myself in a peacefully
challenging academic
environment. I was
stimulated, respected,
and provided for. This
saved me. I came to
know myself in ways
that I don’t think would
have happened
otherwise.”

kendra Clarke
Entered in 2000 at age 14

“If there was one thing
that the Program for the
Exceptionally Gifted
at Mary Baldwin
College gave me, it was
a sense of confidence
and a resourcefulness
that would repeatedly
give me courage to
make bold decisions.
Whether it was a part in
a school play, or if I
wanted to graduate in
three years, I usually got
what I wanted and
worked for.“

e. JuStyna BernaCki
Entered in 2008 at age 15

“Even from the first
moments, the PEG
environment was
notably different from
any I had experienced.
The people
around me were
actually interested in
learning! They also
didn’t look at me like I
had an alien crawling
out of my ear when I
used uncommon words.
Instead of being asked
to standardize my
interests and make them
fit into a box like I had
been in high school, I
was encouraged to
follow them, and that is
exactly what I did.”
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A

ClOSer
LOOK
JuSt dayS after graduates crossed Page

Terrace to Pomp and Circumstance, construction

equipment moved in at Jesse Cleveland Pearce

Science Center to begin the building’s first major

renovation in 40 years. At the start of fall

semester, activity inside and outside the building

was in full swing. Rooms 201 and 201a were

completely redone, and a new water line, sewer

line, acid neutralization system, and handicap

entrance ramp had been installed. Phase I

continues through spring 2012 and includes

constructing the animal research suite — which

will span most of the first floor. 

MBCnewS
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« head Of the ClaSS: Top-tier
national rankings in magazines such as
U.S. News & World Report and
Washington Monthly in 2011 continue to
highlight Mary Baldwin College’s distinct
academic and co-curricular strengths.

« higher learning AND
Serving: Just as colleges across the
nation honored their high-achieving
graduates “with distinction” during
commencement ceremonies, Mary
Baldwin College was recognized on The
President’s Higher Education Community
Service Honor Roll — earning “with
distinction” for the first time. 

« reCOrd-Breaking BuShelS:
Nearly 200 students, faculty, and staff
gathered almost 10,000 pounds of
apples — that’s five tons, or the weight
of an average-sized African elephant —
to donate to food banks on Apple Day
2011. Side note: 480 pieces of apple pie
were consumed on campus that day! 

« Ode tO OXfOrd: Mary Baldwin
alums who participated in the Virginia at
Oxford program as students gathered
this summer to mark 30 years of the
enriching educational adventure. 

« demOCratiC determinatiOn:
22-year-old Laura Kleiner, a 2011
graduate, earned the Democratic
nomination to oppose an incumbent to
represent Virginia’s 20th District in the
state House of Representatives. Kleiner
garnered thousands of votes, but did not
win the election.

FaCEliFT 
FOR MBC ICONS
An update on restoration work from 
Director of Facilities Management Brent Douglass

This fall, members of MBC’s
Physical Plant staff rebuilt
the pedestals at the entrance
to the Administration
Building on which our
famed, four-legged statues
of Ham and Jam reside. After
the wood was replaced,
copper roofing material was
installed to permanently
protect the top of the
pedestals, and the canines — modeled after Mary Julia Baldwin’s
dog, Beauty — were carefully returned to their posts. A thick
coating of deteriorated and cracked paint was carefully stripped and
removed from the statues, and they were primed and repainted,
revealing original details and contours of the dogs that have not
been visible for many years. 

A skyward-reaching ladder perched atop Lyda B. Hunt Dining Hall
signaled the makeover of another MBC landmark, the cupola, which
is visible to much of Staunton. Close inspection revealed that the
paint on the cupola had become cracked and was peeling badly. It
gleams brightly once again.
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OuR STuDENTS. 
OuR WORLD. 
Better tOgether.

MBCnewS

A snapshot of outcomes as the 
Spencer Center for Civic and Global
Engagement enters its fifth year

« www.mbc.edu/spencercenter

10 Winter 2012
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community partner directory with nearly
100 local organizations and initiatives
where MBC students can volunteer and
gain invaluable experience

new student exchange programs with
Lady Doak College (Madurai, India) and
Sungshin Women’s university (Seoul,
South Korea) 

business for a sustainable future major
and minor

green team of student environmental
activists to lead campus initiatives

home to the international Beliefs and
values institute, a non-profit
organization that examines the impact of
human beliefs and values on society

distinction status on the president’s
higher education Community Service
honor roll: “It is great to receive this
recognition, not only because our
culture of service and civic engagement
reflects one of our most cherished core
values, but because of recent efforts by
students, faculty, and staff from across
the college to take a more active role in
advancing socially responsible initiatives
in local, regional, and international
settings.” Steve Grande, director of civic
engagement

ameriCorps viSta volunteer on staff
who works to alleviate food insecurity in
our community

first student-initiated islam awareness
week held in 2011

weekly international Cafés, which
encourage dialogue with guest speakers
on current national and international
topics

leadership studies minor with emphasis
in community and social change

“I will no longer be blind to the injustices and atrocities that take
place around the globe. Every single minute of it touched me in

ways that you cannot imagine. I will certainly be going back.”
May Term 2011 participant who worked with residents in the village of Perquin, El Salvador, on community artwork

“It is impossible for a person of conscience
who is aware of the realities of the poor 

and disenfranchised not to serve.”
Lady Appleby Bird ‘68, MBC Trustee and lifelong community activist 

whose service includes the Tennessee Governor’s 
Books from Birth Foundation, the Nashville Food Project, the yWCA, 

the American Heart Association, and many more organizations

Alumnae/i who reported active volunteer roles
on a recent survey. Religious and educational
organizations top the list of volunteer activities.

Seniors in 2010 who reported that they studied
abroad while at MBC. 

2010 graduates who used resources or attended
programs at the Spencer Center as a student, a
percentage that has risen steadily each year.

66%

47%

72%

what iS thiS? 
Find ouT HoW 
arT dirECTor 
grETCHEn long 
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the new minOr: Coaching and Exercise Leadership
Over the years, many students have come to Sharon Spalding, athletic director and professor of health and
physical education, with ideas about creating an independent major. “What they are usually looking for is a
coaching program,” she says. Participation in a Virginia High School League conference about coaching
preparation convinced Spalding to develop the minor while on a recent sabbatical, and she is confident that the
program has the potential to attract student athletes, prospective teachers, and business majors. The
minor builds on existing courses, such as Human Health and Disease and Nutrition for Health, Fitness, and
Sport, and includes two new courses. Internships are an essential part of the program, and it involves working
with a team — at MBC or with a local high school or league — or on-the-job training in another arena. In
addition to coaching, the new minor is well-suited for students interested in personal training, athletic training,
exercise science, and physical and occupational therapy, which connects with the college’s planning for new
graduate programs in the health sciences (see President Fox’s message on page 2). 

the new COurSeS: Principles of Coaching and Motor Learning 
Coaching and training are as much about motivating people as they are about understanding the skills of the
game or the mechanics of the human body. Two new courses included in the core requirements for a minor in
coaching and exercise leadership cover the basics and beyond — from building relationships within a
team to building a workout and practice plan for an entire season to motor skills rehabilitation. Creating
a motor learning course was critical to building the minor, and will first be offered during May Term 2011,
Spalding said. She also hopes to add a strength and conditioning course that will move MBC toward
establishing a graduate program in athletic training. 

‘MORE THAN 
playing gameS’

the future 
perSOnal trainer:
Jasmin Bailey ‘11
Bailey looked at other colleges’

sports medicine programs to

design an independent major in

exercise science. Working closely

with Spalding, she created a

program of study that included

courses in anatomy, physiology,

exercise kinesiology, and motor

learning. She also earned

certification in CPR and first aid

during May Term sessions. Bailey’s

senior thesis examined the Army’s

method of measuring Body Mass

Index (BMI). She worked

extensively in the Mabel Fetterman

Held Fitness and Motor

Performance Laboratory to

compare ways of measuring BMI,

finding evidence that the tape

method used by the Army often

overpredicts BMI, particularly in

women. Bailey recently obtained

certification as a personal trainer

by the American College of Sports

Medicine and has a long-term goal

to work as a celebrity trainer and

massage therapist. 

the high school vOlleyBall COaCh: Sarah Hatfield Nichols ‘04
“Being a coach is so much more than playing games,” Nichols says. A science teacher and the girls and boys

varsity volleyball coach at Pilgrim School in Los Angeles, Nichols started trying out leadership roles as a

cadet in the Virginia Women’s Institute for Leadership and during two years as captain of the MBC volleyball

squad. That type of experiential learning served her well after graduation, and Nichols sees the value of

more formal instruction, as well: “you have to know how to mentor and inspire players to find themselves

and do their best. The minor in coaching will help a lot of women to inspire the next generation of athletes.”

new minor, courses
explore what it takes to
coach and train athletes

MBCnewS
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AT THE 

pOdium
international Café dialogue: 
BERRA KABARuNGI
Forum: Noon, January 18, 
Spencer Center 
Kabarungi, former country director in
Rwanda for Women for Women
International, enrolled as a full-time
student at MBC in January 2010. She will
engage students, faculty, staff, and
visitors in a conversation about the rise of
women leaders in Rwanda following the
genocide that scarred that nation in 1994. 

Susan paul firestone lecture 
in Contemporary art:
LAyLAH ALI
Campus visit: March 19–20, 2012 
Public presentation: 7:30 p.m. 
March 19, Francis Auditorium
Buffalo, New york, native Laylah Ali is
renowned for extremely detailed
gouache paintings that stylistically
reference hieroglyphics and American
folk-art traditions. She achieves a high
level of emotional tension in her work by
juxtaposing brightly colored scenes with
dark, often violent, subject matter that
speaks of political resistance, social
relationships, and betrayal. Ali has had
solo exhibitions at the Museum of
Modern Art, the Institute of
Contemporary Art (Boston), and the
Museum of Contemporary Art (Chicago),
among other venues. 

iBavi Sustainable vision 
and values honoree: 
CHARLES HOPKINS
Public lecture and award presentation:
5:30 p.m. March 21, Francis Auditorium
As uNESCO chair in Education for
Sustainable Development at york
university, Toronto, Hopkins coordinates
an international network of institutions
from 38 countries that works to embed
sustainable development practices in K-12
education, higher education, and public
policy. His visit is part of his recognition
as the recipient of the 2011 Sustainable
Visions and Values Award, bestowed
annually by the International Beliefs and
Values Institute (IBAVI) at MBC.

Mary Baldwin’s lecture series will bring these notable artists and scholars to Staunton this spring:

1

2

2 31

n ELIzABETH KIRKPATRICK DOENGES VISITING ARTIST/SCHOLAR:
franchelle Stewart dorn, theatre professor at university of Texas
and former resident actor with the Shakespeare Theatre Company of
Washington DC  

n HuNT GALLERy ExHIBIT: helen frederick, artist  
n SuNDAy RECITAL PERFORMER: rachel Quagliariello, soprano  
n FOuNDERS DAy SPEAKER: giannina garces ‘02, resident physician

in anesthesiology and critical care medicine at Brigham and
Women’s Hospital  

n HuNT GALLERy ExHIBIT: michael pittari, painter 
n INTERNATIONAL CAFé DIALOGuE: agnes kamara-umunna, Liberian

radio-journalist and author of And Still Peace Did Not Come
n CARL BROMAN CONCERT: Carol Jantsch, tuba, and noreen polera,

piano  
n HuNT GALLEy ExHIBIT: nicole andreoni, artist 
n SuNDAy RECITAL PERFORMER: afton String Quartet

3

FALL 2011 CAMPUS GUESTS

www.
mbc.
edu/
events
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“It’s absolutely important to
have an education. We need

all the knowledge we can
get and are never too old to
learn. I have a satisfaction in

that,” said Alice Colvin,
reflecting on her graduation

from MBC at age 80.

CANDID COmmenCement 

Bright banners representing the new Schools of Excellence
served as a backdrop while history and psychology tied as the
majors in which the most degrees were awarded (36 each).

After delivering a keynote address in
which she motivated graduates to
“hold your flames high and step bold-
ly into your greatness,” the Hon.
Shirley Fulton, the first female judge
in the North Carolina Superior Court,
looked on while 332 master’s and
bachelor’s degrees were conferred. 

MBCnewS

2011
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Five students graduated with self-designed majors: business
administration/computer information systems, criminology,
exercise science, psychology/sociology, and women’s studies.

Seated at the front of the stage were a record-breaking number of students who
earned graduate degrees. The 97 diplomas were distributed among Master of Arts in
Teaching (52), Master of Education (14) and the Master of Letters (18), and Master of
Fine Arts (13) in Shakespeare and Performance. Sixty-seven graduates earned Latin
honors, a number that has remained consistent during the past decade.

Lee Cochran, legendary
advocate for arts and culture
in Staunton, was awarded
one of the college’s highest
honors, the Algernon
Sydney Sullivan Award,
recognizing service,
character, and spiritual
qualities. Graduating senior
Ada Sue Meyers also
received the award. 
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Playbill
M A R y  B A L D W I N  C O L L E G E

‘THE PLAY’S
THE THING’

Celebrating 10 Years of Teaching Shakespeare Like No One Else

By RALPH ALAN COHEN AND PAuL MENzER
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prOlOgue
A December 1988 production of Richard III in Fletcher Collins
Theatre may have sown the seeds of a one-of-a-kind graduate
program in Shakespeare and Performance.

Richard III was the first production of a touring Shakespeare
company, Shenandoah Shakespeare Express (SSE), founded by Dr.
Ralph Alan Cohen at James Madison university with Jim Warren,
one of his former students. The show was the first that SSE had
ever given at a college. Every year after that, a group of faculty
members led by Dr. Marlena Hobson, associate professor of art,
and Dr. Mary Hill Cole, professor of history, would bring SSE to the
college, where the company played in Hunt Gallery or in Fletcher
Collins Theatre, a black box performance space in Deming Fine Arts
building.  

aCt i
Staunton City Council chambers, 1998. Astute council members begin
to plan building the world’s only recreation of Shakespeare’s indoor
theater — the Blackfriars Playhouse — as a home for Shenandoah
Shakespeare Express (now American Shakespeare Center). 

Synopsis: As one of the project leaders, Dr. Cohen immediately
thinks of Mary Baldwin College and its remarkable support of SSE.
After all, if Staunton is to be a Shakespeare destination, the project
ought to have a higher education component. At the urging of MBC
friends, he brings the idea for a Masters of Letters and Master of
Fine Arts (MLitt/MFA) in Shakespeare to then-President Cynthia
Haldenby Tyson. She likes the idea, to say the least, and both the
Playhouse and the program open their doors in September 2001. 

aCt ii
Page Terrace, May 2004. Nancy Beall and Laura Dansby gently bow
their heads to allow Dame Judi Dench to drape white and gold
hoods with brown velvet over their Commencement robes,
officially recognizing them as the first graduates of Mary Baldwin’s
MFA program in Shakespeare and Performance (known by a
considerably longer name at the time). 

Synopsis: That first class of seven — pioneered a program that
soon was selecting nearly 50 students annually from hundreds of
applicants across America and abroad. In May 2004, President
Pamela Fox marked her first Mary Baldwin Commencement
ceremony by presenting the college’s first Master of Fine Arts
degrees to Beall and Dansby and an MLitt degree to Brian
O’Connor. Cathy Brookshire also earned one of Mary Baldwin’s first
MFAs, although she was not present at the ceremony.  

aCt iii
Blackfriars Playhouse, 2011. MFA candidates Sarah Chang, Katie
Crandol, Amanda Devlin-Knowlton, and Andrea Kelley take the stage
as part of an unconventional production of The Taming of the Shrew,
in which the four women share the role of the principal character,
Kate.

Synopsis: During a decade of unprecedented success, students
have come to Staunton, to Mary Baldwin College, and to
Shakespeare with hungry curiosity about the playwright and about
performing his works. They leave MBC with that curiosity liberated.
Graduates of the program dot the globe — acting, directing,
educating, and all the while enlightening the world about The Bard
and his contemporaries. 

Dawn Tucker ’09 is director of education and an actor at
Southwest Shakespeare Company in Mesa, Arizona. Brett Sullivan
Santry ’11 is head of fine arts at Stuart Hall School in Staunton. Cassie
Ash ’08 is pursuing her PhD in English at the Shakespeare Institute in
Stratford-upon-Avon. Jason Narvy ‘05 is assistant professor of
theatre at Concordia university. And Rick Blunt ’06 acts in
professional troupes across the united States as a member of the
American Shakespeare Center’s touring company. There are dozens
more like them. 

“Happy Anniversary, indeed,” says Paul Menzer, current
program director.

Cynthia haldenby tyson, 
president emerita and professor emerita
of English

pamela fox, 
Mary Baldwin College president

paul menzer, 
Shakespeare and Performance director,
associate professor of English

James d. lott, 
dean emeritus and professor emeritus of
English

theresa Southerington, 
MBC alumna (Class of 1972), professor of
theatre 

lydia petersson, 
director of sponsored programs and
undergraduate research 

frank Southerington, 
Shakespeare and Performance co-
founder, professor emeritus of English

fOunder’S/
direCtOr’S nOteS
Dr. Cohen: The success of a graduate
program devoted to the idea that the
study of Shakespeare should combine
the skills of teachers, directors, actors,
and scholars meant for me a new
academic home just two blocks from
the Blackfriars. It also brought the
privilege of teaching with the
remarkable people who had so long
before seen the transformative magic
of the plays in performance. For 10
years I have had the pleasure of
working with graduate students from
England, Germany, Australia, and
right here in the States who took a
chance on the program and whose
work has attracted the admiration of
Shakespeare scholars and
practitioners around the world. 

Dr. Menzer: With a decade of
programmatic growth under our belts,
we will unveil in 2012 a new MFA
model that takes as its inspiration the
same combination of scholarship and
stagecraft that informed the program’s
inception. The new MFA seeks to
explore the drama of the English
Renaissance through an immersive,
experiential, rigorous curriculum with
the “Company” at its center. All
students in the master’s program will
work together for a calendar year,
programming, developing, and
performing a season of four
productions — a manifestation of our
fierce commitment to collaboration.
This new system will present students
with challenges that combine pressure
with support; it is in the space
between pressure and support that
the best learning happens.  

prOduCtiOn nOteS
James D. Lott chaired the committee
that designed the contours of the
MLitt/MFA. Terry Southerington ‘72
guided it through the shoals of
academic requirements. Lydia
Petersson helped the program escape
the undertow of a tight budget by
applying for and securing a $240,000
grant from the Jessie Ball duPont Fund
and a $1.5 million grant from the E.
Rhodes and Leona B. Carpenter
Foundation. The legendary Frank
Southerington was named the
program’s first director, a post he held
until his retirement in 2008. Paul
Menzer currently serves as director.

ralph alan Cohen, 
Shakespeare and Performance co-founder, 
American Shakespeare Center executive
director, professor of English

dramatiS perSOnae 
in order of appearance
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wiSe

“The wisdom of Baldwin women is conveyed through our core commitments. You are

Baldwin women now. You join the legacy of remarkable women who have graduated from

this institution, many of whom have buildings on campus named in their honor: Mary Julia

Baldwin, Anna Jarvis, Lyda Bunker Hunt, Martha Grafton, Agnes McClung, Bertie Deming,

Leona Carpenter. Women who whisper their wisdom to you as you walk their hallowed

halls. You join the global network of changemakers who are your Baldwin sisters now.”

—  President Pamela Fox, speaking to new students at Opening Convocation 2011
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he truth is, when Lynn Gilliland ‘80 suggested Wisdom as the college-wide theme for 2011–12, she was thinking

about a man. She found inspiration in the lines of the college’s alma mater, A Hymn for Mary Baldwin, penned

by MBC’s kind, passionate Professor Emeritus of Music Gordon Page, who passed away in 2007. As an alumna

and former longtime staff member, Gilliland has sung the hymn countless times during her 30-year relationship

with the college, and has long since memorized its verses.

“I really like the line ‘Knowledge first, then wisdom after,’ because we must all learn to act with wisdom. Without that,

all the knowledge in the world isn’t any good,” she said.

The story of Mary Baldwin College includes the wisdom of many women and men whose vision and decision-making

created a college that to this day retains the liberal arts and education for women as its core. 

MARGIE BIVANS ‘10: 
Although I have been influenced (and continue to be influenced) by many
women in my life, there is one who stands out: my great-grandmother,
Margaret. Our afternoons together were spent learning the simple stitches of
knitting, listening to stories of her travels across Europe and Asia, and reading
poetry from an old leather-bound book, The Golden Flute: An Anthology of
Poetry for Young Children. As a retired English teacher, proper grammar was
of utmost importance to her, and reading poetry helped with that immensely.

NANCy ROWE CRAMER ‘64: 
As graduates, our worth and wisdom are seen in who we have become as
human beings, rather than in large incomes, big cars, or other high-dollar, show-
and-tell items. Strong, wise women dominate my family tree as well. Wisdom
and valuable life lessons were garnered from my beloved grandmother, who
was crippled early in life by tuberculosis of the spine, but never complained,
loved all of us equally, and believed in each person’s potential.

AMANDA DAVIS-HOLLOWAy ‘02: 
My grandmothers, although vastly different, imparted to me to put God and
my children above all else. They instilled in me the belief that there is no
such thing as deferring your dreams; you simply create new dreams and
adjust to life’s challenges as needed.

LyNN TuGGLE GILLILAND ‘80: 
When I think about the wise women who have guided my life, the first
person who comes to mind is my mother. There is great wisdom in making
the best of life as it comes and one of her favorite expressions — now one
of mine — is “Attitudes are contagious;is yours worth catching?”

BEVERLy WARE MARTIN ‘95: 
Since finishing my degree at MBC, I have studied with a number of women
(and a few men) on the wisdom — specifically about energy and healing —
of the ancients, the earthkeepers and shamans. It isn’t exactly the type of
learning one would find in institutions of higher education, but it has provided
me with profound learning opportunities and growth all the same.

MARTHA GATES MAWSON ‘78: 
Maya Angelou has been an inspiration to me as long as I can remember. Her
words spurred me to make changes in my life that have resulted in my being
exactly where I want to be, doing exactly what I want to do, and sharing a
life with my husband, who also happens to be my best friend. If I were to
have the honor of meeting Angelou, I could do nothing more than shake her
hand and say a very heartfelt, “Thank you.”

listen to alumnae/i share their stories about the wise
women in their lives in a special video online at
www.mbc.edu/magazine.

MARGIE BIVANS '10 MARTHA GATES MAWSON '78LyNN TuGGLE GILLILAND '80
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daniEl HEiFETz PlanS To Fill THE CiTy oF STaunTon WiTH MuSiC.
Already deep into an international search for a new place to host

his intensive program for young classical musicians, Heifetz made his
first trip to Mary Baldwin College in summer 2010 on a tip from a
longtime friend who graduated from Staunton Military Academy. He
remembers wondering — even on the drive from Maryland — how
Staunton would stand out from other potential locations. 

One day later, after meeting MBC President Pamela Fox, city
officials, and area performing arts leaders, Heifetz was on his way back
home when he called one of the leaders on his board of directors. “I
told him ‘I’m turning the car around,’” Heifetz said. “you need to meet
me in Staunton. I think I found our place.”

In September, Virginia Lieutenant Governor Bill Bolling stood on
the steps of Mary Baldwin’s historic Administration Building to
announce that the Heifetz International Music Institute (HIMI) will
relocate to Mary Baldwin College in summer 2012. The dynamic
association draws on the area’s vibrant arts community and promises
to saturate the hillside campus — and concert venues in Staunton —
with some of the world’s premier classical music.

“It’s not your run-of-the-mill economic development project,
tourism project, or educational project. It’s a combination of all of
the above, and that makes it unique,” said Bolling. 

Seated just behind the podium, Daniel Heifetz and Pamela Fox
shared a smile, both likely imagining the crisp notes of violins, violas,
and cellos escaping from open campus windows. 

muSiC aS a SeCOnd language
Chad Hoopes’ countenance softens and he sways while his violin sings
the slow, meditative opening notes of Ave Maria. The audience can
almost feel the gentle vibration that produces the somber sound. A
short pause, then the 19-year-old virtuoso launches into Henryk
Wieniawski’s Caprice Op. 18 No. 4, his eyebrows darting and his torso
dipping as his fingers fly through scales and runs. The piece ends with a
final staccato tap, an exclamation mark that elicits immediate applause.

Hoopes’ performance at Mary Baldwin for the announcement
ceremony demonstrates exactly what Daniel Heifetz envisioned when
he founded the Heifetz institute in 1996: Musicians can be, and should
be, powerful communicators. The teenager could play the violin —
could play it exceptionally well, in fact — before enrolling as a student
in 2011. After the intensive six-week program, he also has charismatic
stage presence. He is not simply pulling a bow across strings, he is
telling a story. His story. 

A violin prodigy himself, Heifetz spent his young adulthood
playing concert halls and earning acclaim with top prizes at contests
such as the International Tchaikovsky Competition and the
Merriweather-Post Competition. A natural extrovert, he recognized

that the most important lessons for a musician were not about hitting
every note and being technically perfect. They were about conveying
a message.

“If your body is a stiff vessel, the violin becomes a piece of wood
on your shoulder. you might be playing beautifully … but it still can be
boring,” Heifetz said. 

After years of performing professionally around the globe, he
took a break to be with his wife and daughters in the Maryland
countryside. It was the ideal time to develop his idea for a classical
music training program that went beyond traditional instruction.
Heifetz enrolled his first students in 1996. At first, the small program
was held at Glenelg Country School near his home, and he was the
primary teacher. Heifetz later moved the institute to St. John’s College
in Annapolis.

Heifetz’s concept breaks down into five components — voice,
public speaking, drama, movement, and freedom of expression. Each
facet receives students’ focus for one week. 

“There are many other great programs and conservatories where
one can study music, but I really don’t know of another music school
where you will find students not only playing legendary pieces with
amazing skill, but also practicing yoga, dancing, working on public
speaking, and learning to reveal the passion behind their music,” said
Chic Street Man, a blues guitarist who has led expression classes at the
Heifetz Institute for nearly 10 years. 

Man’s sessions are the program’s culminating activity,
encouraging students to embrace self-expression, creativity, and spirit
while they play. 

“My job is to remind each of them why they picked up the
instrument in the first place and fell in love with it. I would much rather
listen to a good musician who feels the music, even if he or she misses
a few notes,” said Man, a trained psychologist whose background
includes leading workshops and group therapy sessions. 

Like many of the young musicians who attend Heifetz, 16-year-
old violinist Brendon Elliot was not quite sure what to expect when
classes started. 

“The communication aspect has really helped me; I always
wondered how to connect my music with the audience,” said the
Newport News, Virginia, resident during his fourth week at the
Institute in 2011. “I’m working hard to apply what I’m learning and to
reflect on everything.”

In 2002, the program outgrew its space at St. John’s and
launched an advertising and recruitment effort in conjunction with a
move to Brewster Academy in Wolfeboro, New Hampshire. 

The experience of Arenos, Spain, native Andrea Casarruvios, is a
good example of how the Heifetz Institute’s reputation has grown
nationally and internationally, creating a global network of classical
musicians. She learned about the program from her cello instructor at

By DAWN MEDLEy
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BOldMOVE
The Heifetz International Music Institute could have relocated anywhere in the world.

its founder chose mary Baldwin College. 
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the Peabody Conservatory, who was also a member of the Heifetz faculty,
and she is now working on her graduate degree in music at university of
Southern California with another Heifetz instructor. 

Casarruvios said the group of students and faculty becomes “like
family. The teachers help us develop a sense of searching for what we can
uniquely communicate. Every human being has different qualities to share.”

Daniel Heifetz will never forget the day, while traveling in Jerusalem,
that he opened his hotel door to find Itamar zorman. The teen had a rifle —
issued by the Israeli Army — over one shoulder and a violin over the other.
Someone recognized zorman’s talent and pointed him in Heifetz’s
direction, probably thinking of it as one of few chances for the youth to get
out of his undesirable situation. 

“He was a gifted player, but he was so stiff,” Heifetz recalled. “I knew
that he was exactly the type of player who would benefit from the training
at the Institute, and he came on a full scholarship.” Heifetz cannot veil his
genuine pride when he mentions that zorman went on to attend The
Julliard school and win honors at the International Tchaikovsky Competition,
and that he has signed with international management. 

“He will soon be a world-famous violinist,” he said. 
These are the kinds of transformations that define the Heifetz Institute.

Cultural COup
“They could have gone anywhere in the world,” said MBC Director of
Facilities Management Brent Douglass, “and they chose Mary Baldwin. I
cannot overstate the impact of this opportunity.”

If Augusta Female Seminary founder Rufus Bailey had looked into a
crystal ball in the mid-19th century, he might have predicted the future
partnership of his school and an internationally recognized music institute.
We know, from Mary Watters’ detailed early account of the college, The
History of Mary Baldwin College, that Bailey felt that “the arts are not
merely an accompaniment or an adornment for women, but rather a vital
and necessary conveyor of purpose and emotion.” 

President Fox was quick to recognize how pairing with the Heifetz
Institute would draw on Mary Baldwin College’s historic mission and
contribute to its vision for the future. Her background as a classically
trained pianist and former dean of the School of Music at Miami university
of Ohio add a personal layer to the relationship. 

“It is a delight to know that when the Heifetz International Music
Institute is here, as the cornerstone of our summer programs, there will be
music everywhere — not only on this campus, resonating from the

far left: Heifetz International Music Institute student Jacques Malan (left) performs in the cello during the 2011 summer session. middle: Virginia Lieutenant Governor Bill Bolling is interviewed
by media representatives during the public announcement about the Heifetz Institute’s move to Mary Baldwin College. right: Heifetz faculty member Phil Setzer, founding member of the
world-renowned Emerson String Quartet, works with a student during the 2011 summer institute.

BRINGING
Carnegie hall 
TO THE VALLEy

The Heifetz international Music institute’s (HiMi) reputation for excellence attracts violin,
viola, and cello instructors who have performed on the world’s biggest stages. When
they’re not working with students at the institute, they teach at new England Conservatory,
The Julliard School, and Peabody Conservatory, among other noted institutions. Meet just a
few of the renowned faculty who have taught and taken the stage with HiMi:

Born in Tel Aviv, Israel, violinist Shmuel
ashkenasi attended that city’s musical
conservatory and made his public debut
at age 8. He earned the top prize in the
Merriweather-Post Competition and
second place in the International
Tchaikovsky Competition in Moscow, later
garnering worldwide acclaim as a
member of the Vermeer Quartet.

Composer, viola soloist, and chamber
musician paul Coletti has performed
throughout the world, making solo
appearances at Sydney Opera House,
Queen Elizabeth Hall, and Il Teatro Colón.
A native of Scotland, he serves as head of
chamber music and professor of viola at
university of California, Los Angeles.  

Chinese violinist wing ho is head of the
viola department of the Central
Conservatory of Music in Beijing and has
been recognized with China’s National

Teacher’s Award and the New Century
Ability Award. He serves as artistic director
and conductor of the 18 Plus Ensemble,
the Symphony Orchestra of Peking
university, and the Beijing Viola
Ensemble.

paul katz’s career as a cellist is highlighted
by 26 years with the Cleveland Quartet,
during which he has made more than
2,500 appearances on four continents. A
faculty member at the New England
Conservatory, Katz has been featured on
the Today Show, The Grammy Awards,
and CBS Sunday Morning. 

Violinist ani kavafian has performed with
nearly all of America’s leading orchestras,
including the New york Philharmonic, the
Philadelphia Orchestra, and the Cleveland
Orchestra. Kavafian, a native of Turkey,
has performed multiple times at the White
House and is an artist-member of the

Chamber Music Society of Lincoln Center
and a faculty member at State university
of New york SuNy-Stony Brook and yale
university.

philip Setzer, a founding member of the
Grammy Award-winning Emerson String
Quartet, also initiated the concert-theater
collaboration that led to the creation of
the groundbreaking The Noise of Time,
which premiered at Lincoln Center. Setzer
is artist-in-residence at SuNy Stony Brook
and has conducted master classes at The
Curtis Institute, London’s Royal Academy
of Music, and The San Francisco
Conservatory.

Late actor patrick Swayze and wife, lisa
nieme, made a memorable guest
appearance at the Institute in 1998, when
they shared dance technique and
expression through movement as part of
the program’s communication training. 
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dormitories, but all around the city in incredible, inspiring performances,”
she said. 

It did not take long for Fox’s enthusiasm to spread to city leaders
and those involved in the local arts scene. 

“I’m so excited I can barely sit down,” said Judy Mosedale, executive
director of the Staunton Performing Arts Center on East Beverley Street,
where she hopes Heifetz and Mary Baldwin groups will hold concerts
when renovations are finished in a few years. Mosedale heard Heifetz
students play at the Russian Embassy, and she is confident that the
program will bring arts aficionados and tourists to the Shenandoah Valley. 

The significance of the arts was also central to Staunton Mayor Lacy
King’s remarks during the public announcement: “We are convinced that a
rich cultural life for our residents and visitors contributes greatly to our
quality of life here in the city,” he said, “and that it helps make a special
community that we are fortunate to call home.”

The Blackfriars Playhouse will host weekly Heifetz concerts that
feature the institute’s accomplished faculty and guest celebrity musicians
performing alongside student artists. In addition to regular concerts on
campus, other downtown venues — including Mockingbird restaurant —
will present more informal performances by Heifetz students. 

Leadership and service through music are encouraged in Heifetz
training. As he did in New Hampshire, Heifetz plans to coordinate with
schools, assisted living homes, and other organizations to provide small,
free concerts in the community. 

While working out the logistics of housing and providing lesson
spaces for Heifetz students, Douglass visited the 2011 institute in July. He
sees innumerable benefits from the fact that talented, young musicians
and professionals who travel the country and the world will know more
about MBC and Staunton. 

“The students will remember this as the place where some of their

significant, formative training took place. They will remember that and carry
it with them,” he added.

Students will stay in rooms in McClung, Hill top, King, and Memorial
residence halls, and lessons will be held in faculty studios in Carpenter
Academic Hall, Douglass explained. In addition, Wenger Hall will
temporarily house Heifetz administrative offices and Hunt Dining Hall will be
open for meals during the six-week period. 

Introducing more summer activity on campus is just one of the
reasons Lise Keiter, associate professor of music at Mary Baldwin, is eager
to collaborate with Heifetz instructors and students. She has enjoyed
growing enrollment during the past few years in the college’s music
program — which this fall welcomed its first international student major, a
pianist from China. 

“Their focus on instructing the whole person is a perfect match for our
philosophy,” Keiter said.

SurrOunded By SOund
Auditions for the program’s 2012 season begin in January; hundreds of
young musicians from around the world are expected to try out for one of
the 62 available slots. In 2011, students came from 13 countries and
throughout the united States. In June 2012, they will practice, perform, eat,
sleep, and perfect their talent on our campus.

President Fox called on her own musical muse, Carl Phillip Emmanuel
Bach, to express her anticipation of the program’s energy and
entertainment. “He has one of my favorite lines: you cannot move others
unless you, too, are moved,” she said. “I can assure you that you will not
only be moved, but you will be transported, through the excellence of
musical communication of the Heifetz International Music Festival at Mary
Baldwin College.”

When 22-year-old
Daniel Heifetz and his
piano accompanist
entered the social hall
of Manhattan Detention
Complex — also
known as “The Tombs”
— where riots had
broken out weeks
earlier, the inmates did
not greet them with

applause or smiles. 
Heifetz had been chosen by a foundation to

perform in major u.S. cities, visiting noted prisons
as well as concert halls, and this was the first stop
on the tour. 

“I started talking to try to release some of the
tension, and I told them I was going to play soul
music,” Heifetz said. That got a positive reaction,
but when Heifetz explained that he was going to
play Jewish soul music, the mood stiffened once
again. One of the prisoners defiantly shouted,
“What do you know about soul music?” 

“I told them that my mother was born in
Germany and that her relatives were sent to the
gas chambers under Hitler’s regime. I explained
that I believe music can transcend racial, social,
economic differences, and that the music of one
persecuted minority group can be related to by
others in similar circumstances,” Heifetz said.

When they finished playing, Heifetz noticed
more than a few tears. 

He realized that his genuine emotion,
openness, and enthusiasm had connected with
the audience. That dramatic performance shaped
the creation of the Heifetz International Music
Institute nearly 20 years later.

Heifetz’s formal violin training started early. 
“I saw a violin player on television when I

was about 5 years old, and I begged and begged
my parents until they brought one home for me,”
he said. “I seemed to have skipped the beginner
stage and ended up being better at it than I should
have been.”

He has fond memories of evening
entertainment in his childhood home that included
Daniel on the violin, his older brother on the
piano, and his younger brother playing the cello.
His father served as page turner, and his mother
and younger sister were an eager audience. He
gave his first public performance with a concert
symphony at age 11 in Beverley Hills, California.

Heifetz’s parents did not push his talent, but
they did nurture it — along with the many other
interests of their outgoing middle son — and his
love of playing and performing was hard to ignore.
He enrolled at the Los Angeles Conservatory at
age 12 and continued his studies with the
legendary Efrem zimbalist at the Curtis Institute of
Music at age 16.

A professional debut with the National
Symphony Orchestra at Lincoln Center marked the
beginning of an exciting career that took Heifetz to
perform on five continents. 

n Merriweather-Post competition and
International Tchaikovsky Competition 
prize winner

n Featured in The Art of the Unaccompanied
Violin, CBS 

n Appearances on National Public Radio’s 
All Things Considered

n Former professor of violin at the 
Peabody Conservatory of Music 
(Johns Hopkins university), 
Carnegie Mellon university, and 
university of Maryland College Park

n Performed Brahms Violin Concerto in 
the documentary The Mind of Music

n Solo and recital performances with the
Philadelphia Orchestra, the Berlin
Philharmonic Orchestra, and the 
Cleveland Orchestra, among others
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“…there will be music everywhere — not only on this campus, resonating from
the dormitories, but all around the city in incredible, inspiring performances.”

— PRESIDENT PAMELA FOX

CAREER kudOS
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Housing rental for faculty and staff: $100,000

Transportation (students are treated to weekly area
excursions): $25,000 

Office and related expenses for seasonal operations in
Staunton: $25,000

Lodging, food, retail sales, and other expenditures by
those who visit the city for performances: $100,000

10 seasonal positions for 10 weeks

Weekly “Celebrity Series” concerts will be held on the
stage at the Blackfriars Playhouse, home to the
American Shakespeare Center.

“We always imagined that the Staunton Performing
Arts Center [now part of the Dixie Theater, which is
undergoing renovation] would be a venue for classical
music performances.” Judy Mosedale, SPAC executive
director

In addition to significant cultural benefits,Staunton officials

estimate that the Heifetz International Music Institute could add

$250,000 to the local economy during its first year at Mary

Baldwin College. The city and surrounding areas could see an

additional $250,000 in indirect revenue by generating name

recognition, sparking media coverage of the Institute, and

enticing members of cultural groups to visit the city. Economic

dividends will continue to grow as the program establishes itself.

DIRECT IMPACT DuRING
2012 SEASON INCLuDES: 
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“When we’re in Staunton, we’re renting homes, using 
the restaurants, using the hotels, and using the bed and
breakfasts. We want to be part of this community.”

— Justin Reiter, HIMI executive director

2

4
6

7
3

1

« www.heifetzinstitute.org



alumnae/i aSSOCiatiOn 
BOard Of direCtOrS 2011–12

Pamela Leigh Anderson ’84, president
Fleet Lynch Roberts ’81, vice president, president elect
Theresa Cash Lewis ’99, secretary

Blanche Wysor Anderson ’72 
Kathy Crawford Arrowsmith ’70, member-at-large
Denisse Cervantes ’12, STARS president
Damaris E. Christensen ’90 
Amanda Davis-Holloway ’02/’06  
Diahann “Buffy” DeBreaux-Watts ‘93
Laura Beth Jackson DeHority ’86 
Emily Alexander Douglas ’98, committee chair
Susan Parker Drean ’83 
Donia Stevens Eley ’02, member-at-large
Helen Forster ’83, committee chair
Virginia “Ginny” Royster Francisco ’64 
Alison Rose Frei ’07 
Christyn “Christy” Hawkins Howell ’93 
Jennifer Davis James ’11 
Alison Kaufmann ’07, committee chair
Lindsey D. Lieberman ’04 
Crystal Newcombe Nosal ’00 
Mary Beth Gorcys Pauley ’92, committee chair 
Kelley L. Rexroad ’79 
Debra “Debbie” Wolfe Shea ’77, committee chair 
Elizabeth “Liz” Jennings Shupe ‘70, director, ex officio
Ethel M. Smeak ’53, honorary member
Jeanine Holmes Thomas ’87 
Amy J. Tillerson-Brown, faculty representative
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ALuMNAE/I DIRECTOR BIDS FAREWELL

Greetings Mary Baldwin family,

I hope you and your families had a joyful holiday season filled
with peace. During this season, especially, I give thanks for
you. As a proud Mary Baldwin College alumna and in my role
as executive director of Alumnae/i and Parent Relations for the

past six and a half years, I have had the unique opportunity to meet so many
of you as students, parents, or alumnae/i. I said from my first day on staff that I
have the best position on campus, because it is my responsibility to interact
with enthusiastic, accomplished, generous, giving, caring, and amazing
women and men. In other words, you. Thank you for sharing yourself and
your love for Mary Baldwin with me. 

I cherish each one of you and want to officially share with you news
about a dramatic change in my life. This fall, I left my "second home" at MBC
to relocate to Roanoke, Virginia, to be closer to my parents. It is an exciting
step for me, but I will miss this special place and its innovative people.   

There are so many invigorating developments, events, and projects
occurring at Mary Baldwin that will move the college forward and bring
together alumnae/i, students, faculty, staff, and friends for a common goal. I
encourage you to be not only a part of MBC's history, but also engaged as
participants in its present and its future.  I will forever hold this college close to
my heart, along with Dr. Fox, President Emeritus Cynthia Tyson — who
gracefully shepherded Mary Baldwin College while I was a student — and each
of you. 

I wish all the best for you in the new year.

With much thanks,
Jennifer Brillhart Kibler ’91 

A MESSAGE FROM DAVID ATCHLEy, 
VICE PRESIDENT OF INSTITuTIONAL ADVANCEMENT

Please join us in extending heartfelt appreciation to Jennifer
and wishing her all the best as she moves forward into the
next phase of her life. We are so appreciative of all that she

contributes to the college, not the least of which is her wonderful spirit and
kindness.

I am pleased to announce that Liz Jennings Shupe '70 has been appointed
to provide leadership for the Office of Alumnae/i and Parent Relations. Liz, a
former member of the Alumnae/i Association Board of Directors, joined the
Mary Baldwin staff in 2011 as director of development and transitioned into her
new role as director of Alumnae/i and Parent Relations in October. She is
working closely with the Alumnae/i Board, Parents Council, and Reunion
classes. Anne Holland, a 22-year veteran of our staff, continues in her role as
director of alumnae/i events, providing direct coordination and support for
events on and off campus. Angela Cline, office manager, also continues in her
important role. We are grateful to Liz, Anne, and Angela for their commitment
to providing a seamless transition.

Celeating lives we led
Welcoming the classes of 1962, 1967, 1972,
1977, 1982, 1987, 1992, 1997, 2002, 2007 and
The Grafton Society which will include those

celebrating milestone reunions including 55th,
60th, 65th, and 70th reunions

APRIL 12-15
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the OffiCe Of alumnae/i and parent relatiOnS needS yOu!
It feels GOOD to be needed, doesn't it?

800-763-7359  | alumnae@mbc.edu  
www.mbc.edu/alumnae/volunteer.php{CONTACT uS ABOuT

VOLuNTEERING!
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CLASSCOlumnS

1926
Congratulations to Mary arTiS dannEr
dennis for earning the 2011 Emily Wirsing
Kelly Leadership Award. This award was
presented to Mary Artis during the
reunion 2011 weekend in April by the MBC
Alumnae/i Board. This award was
established in 1986 in memory of Emily
Wirsing Kelly ’63 and honors alumnae
who have demonstrated outstanding
service and excellence in leadership on
behalf of MBC.

1940
Sara FranCES FErrEll Shay writes, “I
am still living in my own home. I wish
there would be some news of my class in
the alumnae/i news. How many of us are
still around?”

1942
EliSaBETH WHiTE Willard writes, “I just
turned 91 and life is still good. I enjoyed
talking to the senior (MBC Phonathon
caller) who called me and she wrote such
a nice note.”

1944
JanE lEWiS rodgers moved to Flowers
Mountain retirement facility and is
enjoying her time there. She misses
campus and hopes to return. EVa VinES
Eustler writes, “I am legally blind and
extremely deaf, but with the help of a
loving husband I manage quite well.
Recorded books are a source of great
pleasure.”

1946
SaBinE goodMan andrews has
published a new book, From Where I
Stood: The Delivery of a Medical School.
Mary goodriCH Baskin is enjoying life
in San Antonio Tx and would love to hear
from her classmates. Virginia BridgErS
Corrigan is blessed with 4 precious great-
grandchildren who all live close by, and “I
even get to keep them at times.”

1948
Congratulations to HElinE CorTEz
Harrison for earning the 2011 Emily Smith
Medallion Award. This award was
presented to Heline during the Reunion
weekend 2011 in April by the MBC
Alumnae/i Board. The award is named
for Mrs. Herbert McKelden Smith of
Staunton VA, herself a distinguished
alumna. Each year the Emily Smith
Medallion honors an alumna who has
made outstanding contributions to her
community, church, and the college.
Mary HigginS Buford has 4 children, 8
grandchildren and 4 great-grandchildren.

1950
Mary HorTon Waldron married Billy
Dale in December 2008.

1951
CarolEE WEllS Henney is retired and
recently began making jewelry. She is
doing so well selling her work that she
will be starting a website soon. lilian
BEdingEr Taylor returned to campus in
2011 for her 60th class Reunion. Also
attending from the Class of 1951 were
MarTy klinE Chaplin and husband
Harvey, JEan kylE Hedges, and nanCy
kunklE Carey.

1952
JoyCE aCkEr ratliff is glad to have
classmate Mary JanE gray richardson
to spend time with in Birmingham.
PaTriCia MurPHEy Whitman is
reopening the PMW Gallery
(www.pmwgallery.com) in fall 2012. The
gallery exhibits 2 outstanding artists, Marc
Osborne of New Haven CT and Robert
McBride of Bellos Falls VT. MildrEd
“MiCkEy” HudSon Costa is ecstatically
happy. She has been married for 60
years. Both of her sons are MDs and her
daughter teaches school. She has 12
incredible grandchildren and 8
unbelievable great-grandchildren. She
and her husband are devout Christians

and live very close to their 3 children.
MarCEllE MCClinToCk Brown and
husband Ed are the proud grandparents
of 11, and great-grandparents of 3. After
retiring from a newspaper career,
Marcelle works as a hospice volunteer
and a literacy teacher for adults.

1953
HElEn Harrod Thompson writes, “On
April 7, 2011 I was inducted into
the Oklahoma Women’s Hall of Fame.
The Hall of Fame is sponsored by the
state of Oklahoma and the
Oklahoma Commission on the Status of
Women. Needless to say, I was very
surprised and honored to be
recognized in such a way. The induction
was at the Oklahoma History Center
in the Chesapeake Event Center. Here’s
kudos to my classmates. Keep up the
news.” BarBara lE MarE loux moved
from Charleston to Columbia SC after 40
years to be closer to her daughter, son-in-
law, and granddaughter. She would love
to hear from classmates.

1957
Send your class notes to:
Shannon Greene Mitchell
shangmitch@bellsouth.net
ann kEnnEdy Melton writes, “In March
2010 my dear husband, Julius, suffered a
“medical mishap” that kept him 11 weeks
in ICu, 2 weeks in rehab, etc. This took
his vision and left him fragile, but he
retains his sense of humor. His long-term
memory is returning, short-term not quite
so good. He enjoys people.”

1958
BarBara allan Hite retired from
teaching English at Tidewater Community
College. She has more time for writing
plays and has published a book, Letters
from Jane, available at Amazon.

1959
ElizaBETH WilliaMS Hoover has retired
from her law practice and loves being a
grandmother.

1960
Send your class notes to:
Sally Squires Erickson 
Sarasse12@aol.com
Sally arMSTrong Bingley, nanCy
JaCkSon Miller ’65 and PEggy SHElTon
Fore ’52 took an Elbe River cruise from
Hamburg, Germany to Prague, Czech
Republic in May 2011. They also visited
Krakow and Warsaw in Poland. Traveling
with them were Nancy’s husband,
Grayson, and Sally’s husband, Chuck.
“The trip was not planned together, but
we all had a wonderful time connecting,”
Sally said. ann Ballard Van Eman has
2 daughters and 2 granddaughters.
Daughter alliSon Van EMan Culver ’86
and husband Thomas have 2 dogs.
Allison works with The Lightfoot Way as a
holistic care instructor and consultant for
animals. Daughter Laura Van Eman Schulz
and husband Morgen have 2 daughters,
Olivia Lee (born 3/2/09) and Evelyn
Tatum (born 5/7/11). Ann and husband
Glenn, enjoyed an Alaskan cruise in 2008.
In 2010 she and her entire family spent
Christmas in San Antonio (before Evelyn’s
appearance in the world). 

1961
CynTHia “kay” HundlEy Fisher writes,
“I volunteered in northwest Kenya last
May with Habitat for Humanity. I urge
anyone with lots of spirit, energy, and
desire to be among the people in a true
native community to do this at least once.
Just pick a cool month, and bring bug
spray. I am volunteering again outside of
Baltimore in May on a humanitarian
mission and in Havana in December. It’s
such a great opportunity to be a good
representative for our country.” Carol
WornoM Sorensen writes, “A pleasant
aura is around me since our 50th
Reunion. What a joy it is to visit MBC. I am

We hope you enjoy reading Class Notes in this publication, but we realize many of you enjoy more

frequent updates. Between issues, check MBC’s online alumnae/i community, Baldwin Connect

(www.mbc.edu/baldwinconnect) to learn about fellow alums. Please remember to submit your notes to

your class secretary (or to the Alumnae/i Office if no contact is listed for your class below) for inclusion in

the next publication. If you would like to volunteer as class secretary (think how much fun it would be to

talk to your classmates) please contact the Alumnae/i Office at 1-800-763-7359.

fOCuS On phOtO Quality We welcome photos to accompany your class update. 

To make sure they are printable, we ask you to follow these guidelines:

n Digital photos must be a minimum of 300 dpi (dots per inch) at 4x6 inches in JPEG format with minimal compression. 

The best way to submit these is on a CD or via e-mail. 

n Low resolution images from the internet (72 dpi) are not acceptable.

•  http://www.alumniconnections.com/olc/pub/MBC/homepage.cgi
•  alumnae@mbc.edu
•  Mary Baldwin College, Office of Alumnae/i, Staunton, VA 24401

HOW TO SuBMIT
uPDATES IF yOu 
DO NOT HAVE A 
CLASS SECRETARy
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CLASSCOlumnS
reading Dr. Menk’s history and loving
every word.” Six members of the class of
1961 who started their careers in Hill Top
Residence Hall in fall 1957 got together in
Nashville TN for a mini-reunion May 11-12,
2011: Margo Jolly Cook, lynn TErrEll
gafford, Judy MErriTT gibbons, Mary
SHarP Swayze, ESTHEr dougHTiE
French, and BETSy laSSiTEr Clark.

1962 rEunion 2012
Send your class notes to:
Sally Heltzel Pearsall
shpearsall@comcast.net 
Kent Seabury Rowe
seabury8@verizon.net
Buri SalinaS gray writes that she is very
busy with the museum at university of
Guadalajara which her husband, Peter,
started. They began with 18 of their art
pieces and now have 80 paintings and 15
sculptures donated by artists and
collectors. She is also involved in the
Scholarship Program for Vallarta students
from junior high to university level, which
enrolls 380 students. Sadly, Buri says she
will not be returning for our 50th Reunion
weekend. She sent wonderful photos of
Doug and BETSy diCkErSon Brown and
herself taken when Betsy and Doug
visited recently. VEra Carl THoMaS
James has new twin granddaughters. She
and her husband have retired and live in
rural PA. She says they stay involved in a
potpourri of opportunities for interesting
and fun things to learn and do at the
Montrose Adult School. Her extended
family spent a wonderful week in Ocean
City MD. kiT kaVanaugH says, “After 7
glorious years of retirement, I am back to
work part-time as a technical consultant in
a chemotherapy clinic. I really enjoy the
work.” Don’t forget to put our 50th
Reunion weekend (April 12-15, 2012) on
your calendar. Go ahead and call the
Stonewall Jackson Hotel to make your
reservations and request the MBC

rate. Our class dinner will be Thursday,
and our induction into the Grafton Society
will be held Friday. Both events are at the
Stonewall Jackson Hotel.

1963
Send your class notes to:
Sally Dupree Barnett
sdbarn@otelco.net
137 Valley View Dr., union Grove AL 35175
I hope lots of you are planning to attend
our mini-reunion in October. lynn BuTTS
laidig wishes that she could attend but
writes, “As you know I am a fairly
newlywed member of our class and
Eldon and I are having fun traveling. In
October we are going to Ireland for a
tour. Neither one of us wants to drive on
the left side of the road, so we are doing
a bus tour. We just enjoyed a Rhine River
cruise in September 2010. We live in
Arvada CO, where Eldon has lived for
more than 50 years, serving as the
principal of several schools here. He is
quite the gardener. We were on a garden
tour for the Historical Society of Arvada
this summer. The cat and I are the
assistant gardeners.” Carolyn
HaldEMan Hawkins participated in
Hampton Virginia’s 400th anniversary on
the Legacy committee. Their legacy is a
21- foot bronze sculpture using figures of
Indian, European, and African cultures.
She is also looking forward to seeing
classmates in West Virginia this fall. Sally
duPrEE Barnett stays busy with
grandsons, adult programs at the library,
the Girl Scouts of North Alabama, and the
Museum of Art. Her favorite event was
driving her 1927 Marmon automobile
around the track of the Indianapolis
Speedway to celebrate the 100th
anniversary of the Indianapolis 500.
PEggy EnglE Trumbo stays busy with 4
grandchildren living in her neighborhood.
She took a 2-week vacation to Alaska in
May. SHEarEr TroXEll luck reports that

her family enjoyed a week on the Outer
Banks. She and Jack had a wonderful tour
by auto and train through Canada from
Banff to Vancouver and Vancouver Island.
She writes, “Way to go Class of ’63. We
had 49% participation and exceeded our
goal in Annual Giving. Let’s beat that this
year.”

1964
Send your class notes to:
Virginia “Ginny” Royster Francisco
vfrancis@mbc.edu
aniTa SaFFElS lawson and husband
Hugh moved to Greensboro NC in 1997
when Anita became associate provost for
undergraduate education at university of
North Carolina at Greensboro. Now
retired, she gardens, works with master
gardeners, and travels. They have 2
children, Matt, an attorney in Ny, and
Laura, an attorney in Tampa and the
mother of their grandchild. “Jacqueline is
almost 3 and is (of course) brilliant,
charming, and beautiful,” Anita reports.
MarTHa MurCHiSon Strickland got
together with her former roommates last
spring in New Bern NC, where she lives.
She and nanCy nElSon Spencer
(Groton VT), SEnaH BuCHanan Seagle
(Bristol TN), and JanE HEyWood Boylin
(Huntington WV) enjoyed catching up
with family news. Among the 4 they have
more than 20 grandchildren. After 22
wonderful years in a cottage by the sea in
Bass Harbor ME, niColS “niki” FoX
moved to Renick WV in 2008 to live “off
the grid.” Niki says that about 15 years ago
she was exposed to a strong electro-
magnetic field and grew increasingly
“electrically hypersensitive.” Serious
health issues led her to a secluded valley
near Lewisburg WV for the low ambient
electro-magnetic fields. Solar panels run
her well pump and she has a gas
refrigerator, but no TV, radio, or
computer. She says it’s lovely. Niki

suggests that people can learn more
about electro-sensitivity at
www.feb.se/FEB/Links.html. ViCToria
rEid argabright and Bob joined
condominium living this year and love
their new home and woodsy setting so
much they wonder why they didn’t move
sooner. Vickie loves visits with glEnn
EllEn downie in NyC when she is visiting
daughter Holly and family. JanE
“HonEy” lEMon Eifler looks wonderful
on her New year’s card, Vickie reports.
Honey’s artwork can be seen on the
internet. The mother of annE WarrEn
Hoskins celebrated her 95th birthday in
Lynchburg VA last October. Vickie
Argabright was there and writes, “What
fun that was. Anne and I were not only at
MBC together, but we were also in the 1st
grade together in Roanoke. I loved her
Mom then and still do. She is an amazing
lady and I would love to be like her and
have some of those good genes.” aliCE
Farrior Butler continues to provide
software training to her clients. She
writes, “I am moderator of Presbyterian
women at First Presbyterian Church
Portsmouth again, volunteer as a master
gardener, and love sitting in my garden
watching the tomatoes ripen.” She and
Paul often visit 2 grandchildren in Raleigh,
and in June enjoyed a riverboat cruise
down the Elbe from Prague to Berlin. Paul
studies WWII, and the trip was particularly
meaningful for him. Sally dorSEy
writes from Bali, where she and Herb
were on holiday after a very busy spring.
Sally chaired a fundraising event for
Atlanta’s Alliance Theatre that raised
$450,000 for educational programs. In
June, the couple finished renovating a
“new” 300-year-old colonial home in San
Miguel de Allende, Mexico, where they
plan to spend several months a year. Sally
concludes, “I feel so fortunate to be
where I am today. Life is good.” Jo EllEn
JEnnETTE luscombe is spending time in
Nashville TN where she and George

SOCIETY

THE Kiracofe
Non Pro Tempore, Sed Aeternitate

“Not for the Present, but for Eternity”

Through membership in the Kiracofe Society, your legacy at Mary Baldwin
College is not for the present, but for eternity.

We encourage you to consider joining almost 300 alumnae and friends who
have already joined the Kirakofe Society by remembering the college in their
wills, charitable trusts, and other estate plans.

To learn more about expressing your support for Mary Baldwin College
through your estate plans, and joining the Kirakofe Society, please contact the
Office of Institutional Advancement at 800-622-4255 or begin by visiting us at
www.mbc.edu/giving/plannedgiving.php where you can learn more about the
many planned giving options available to you and your family.

800-622-4255 www.mbc.edu/giving/plannedgiving.php 



bought a second home close to their
daughter and her family. Babysitting the
2 grandsons in Nashville keeps them
busy when they’re not exploring nearby
areas in TN, AL, and the well-traveled
route between Kenilworth IL and
Nashville. PHylliS SHorT Marcom and
her husband moved back to their
hometown of Fredericksburg VA. She
writes, “I’m enjoying having time in
retirement to volunteer in my
community. I teach a class in English as
a Second Language (mostly refugees
from Burundi and Afghanistan) 2
mornings a week and do medical
records at a free clinic 1 morning, as
does ElEanor PoolE McCord.”
Virginia “ginny” roySTEr Francisco
spent 2 months in Addis Ababa,
Ethiopia, teaching English 9 and 11 in a
private girls’ school while living in the
compound of the Bethel Evangelical
Ethiopian Synod. She also visited and
preached in tiny western towns in
Ethiopia where Shenandoah Presbytery
supports an orphanage and has a sister
church and a partner synod. Mary
kErr denny edits the Trinity university
magazine and is on the boards of Santa
Rosa Children’s Hospital Foundation and
Friends of Hospice. She loves films (has
attended Telluride Film Festival annually
since 1991) reading, theatre (tries to get
to NyC at least once a year for plays),
and travel (most recent trips were to
Morocco 2009 and a cooking trip to
France led by Paula STEPHEnS
lambert ’63). She is delighted to have
daughter and grandchildren back in the
united States after years abroad.
HElEna riCHard Frost lives in
NyC. She closed her home accessories
design/manufacturing business and
now licenses her designs which are
made around the world and sold in the
uSA. She spends part of the year in
Belmont NC, where her son lives and
where she has an investment real estate
business. The pleasure is having the
time to travel and see items on her
bucket list — such as Turkey, India,
Nepal, and Egypt —  and seeing the
world as a global village. Blair
laMBErT Wehrmann and husband,
Bob, moved to Dallas from New Orleans
(after 45 years) about a year ago. They
have 2 grandchildren in Dallas and 2
others nearby. “We all are looking
forward to President Fox’s visit in
October, as we have visited with her in
New Orleans,” she writes. SuSannE
“SuE” EVE Fowlkes is fortunate to have
both her children and 2 grandchildren
living nearby in Richmond. Her
daughter, ElizaBETH “liz” FoWlkES
Fagan ’96, was married in Bermuda on
June 24, 2011, in a small garden
wedding. It was reminiscent of Mert’s
and Sue’s wedding there in 1968.

1965
Send your class notes to:
Ann Mebane Levine 
alevinewv@concast.net 
2294 Echo Hills Circle NE, 
Atlanta GA 30345
Mary HodgES kirby just welcomed
her 6th grandchild, Jack. SuE Hook
Smith was married August 21, 2010, to
Rev. John T. Smith. She retired from 32
years with Nationwide Insurance in
August 2010. MarJoriE loVing
McCaleb has 7 grandchildren and

attended her 50th high school reunion
in September. Additionally, she is
working full time as a health and life
agent where her interests reside in
nutrition and wellness. 

1966
ESTHEr JoHnSon reports that she is
back in school, working for a
horticultural certificate with a specialty
in landscape design. Since retiring from
the federal government, she has been a
partner in a small gardening business,
and now hopes to add landscape
design to services offered. JanET
WHiTE Campbell retired from
university of New Hampshire in
January and her husband, Steve Brown,
is also retired. Mary “MEME” lund
Enemark writes, “My husband, Peter,
and I have a new grandchild, our first, a
boy, Luca Jae Enemark, born on Easter
Day April 24, 2011. Luca’s parents are
David, Peter’s older son, and Minji, our
beloved daughter-in-law. Luca and his
parents live 4 blocks from us. Of
course, we love spending time with the
3 of them.”

1967 rEunion 2012
Send your class notes to:
Kathy Rice Knowles (Class Mama) 
rgknowles1@verizon.net or
collegeplanning101@gmail.com
67 Ravens Roost Lane, 
Roseland VA 22967 
Susan McKeown Waters 
smckwaters@comcast.net
Lucia Lionberger Thomas 
wdtllt@comcast.net
nanCy JEFFriES obenschain is now a
grandmother. Her first grandson was
born February 6, 2011. ElizaBETH
TroXEll Jones has 2 grandchildren,
ages 4 and 2. annE WilliaMS Blanks
writes, “We enjoyed a wonderful cruise
in May on Royal Clipper with the VMI
alumni group. We sailed the Italian
Rivera. My husband, Randolph, is
president of the VMI Alumni Association,
so we spend a weekend every month in
Lexington VA at meetings and functions.
We also try to get in some boating
whenever possible.”

1968
Send your class notes to:
Susanne “Sue” Dyer Stanley  
stanley6645@comcast.net
6645 32nd Street NW,
Washington, DC 20015
CynTHia knigHT Wier writes, “My son,
Tom, just completed his doctorate in
linguistics at university of Chicago. We
were proud to attend his graduation
ceremony.” BETTy MayES Hecht retired
last year, but is still working part time as
an IT consultant. Her time is spent
enjoying her 2 grandchildren and
playing golf. Betty spent some time
early this summer with CaTHy TurnEr
Temple and reports that Cathy’s
daughter, Katie, is off to law school in
the fall at university of Richmond.
JEanniE linn oster visited her son,
Matt, and his wife, Emily, in Bolivia for 2
weeks in February. Matt and Emily are
now back and settling down in Chicago.
Jeannie’s daughter, Alexandra, just
graduated with an MA in urban planning
from university of California, Los

Angeles, and works for the LA County
transportation department. Jeannie is
working part-time as a career counselor
at Peace Corps headquarters. BarBara
PEniCk Jimenez is a grandmother
again. PEyTon WooldridgE had a
little experience with shingles this year
and wants everyone to be sure to get a
shingles shot. She writes, “Everyone I
know who has had the shingles has
reported it is no fun.”

1969
Send your class notes to:
Martha Fowler
mhfowler@northstate.net
Angier Brock
angier.brock@gmail.com
JaCQuElyn riEPE Hill is happily retired
and enjoying every minute. One of the
highlights for each week is her Saturday
morning visit by phone with ann SiMS
rutherford of Roanoke VA. MBC
friendships do indeed last a lifetime.

1970
Send your class notes to:
Janis Krebs Smith
Wsmith4@cox.net

1971
lolly CaTCHing anderson was
featured in ionOklahoma magazine in a
lovely article called “Lolly’s Hilltop Doll
House.” Read it online at
www.ionokmag.com. JanET MErrEll
McMurrey’s daughter graduated in May
from St. Edward’s university in Austin
Tx. aMy nElSon Warren was just
blessed with a second granddaughter,
Amelia. Her first granddaughter is
Charlotte. Amy’s daughter, CarriE
WarrEn Jones ’00, is living with her
until her husband, Steve, returns from
Iraq. She is a very busy woman. doriS
FauBEr Strickler retired in June after 38
years teaching public school art in both
elementary and high school. She and
husband Michael have lived in Lexington
VA since 1975.

1972 rEunion 2012
Send your class notes to:
Elizabeth “Liz” Smith Strimple
lizstrimple@verizon.net
12634 Timonium Terrace, 
North Potomac MD 20878
PErCy CoPPoCk writes that daughter
Kate and son-in-law David were blessed
with triplet girls Jane, Emma, and Julia
on March 7, 2011, joining older brother
Stuart. Her son, James, is beginning
graduate school in landscape architec-
ture at Vermont’s Washington-
Alexandria Architecture Center. PaT
garCia roche is retired. She swims
and enjoys fly fishing in beautiful
places. CaTHErinE roSS is one of a
cohort of faculty at univer-
sity of Texas who won the Regents’
Outstanding Teaching Award for
2011. lEa ayErS gilman reports
that karEn PETErSon Mann had a
complicated hip replacement on July 14
as a result of an accident in October
2010. She is doing very well and her
goal is to be walking at Reunion. linda
VErnEr Smith enjoyed a summer visit
from daughter laurEn SMiTH ’04 and

granddaughter Allison. CourTnEy kin-
Caid Wilder also enjoys being a grand-
mother to her first grandchild,
Carter. kaTHy young Wetsel wants
everyone to plan on joining classmates
at our 40th Reunion next April 12-15,
2012. SHErry HolliMan and family
are moving to Lynchburg after her
retirement in July. She has adopted a
chocolate lab from lab rescue and is
training her to be a therapy dog for
hospital and nursing home visits. Bar-
Bara roBErTSon Burke’s son was
married in June at uVA chapel. She is
still enjoying her job
with Henrico County (VA) schools as a
speech pathologist and stays in contact
with Mary ToMPkinS
Miller and SuSan EllETT. JuliE
andrEWS allen and Percy
Coppock are planning to get together
in Austin this fall with daughters and
grandchildren. karEn BraMMEr
austin is leading workshops for the
Screen Actors Guild and teaching acting
classes. She appears in Rum Diary with
Johnny Depp, released in October
2011. Caryn goVE
long traveled Canada by rail this sum-
mer and ended her trip in Quantico VA
to see her youngest son graduate
from Marine Officer Candidate
School. nina rEid Mack and family
saw nEniE diXon Bartman in May
when they hosted a lovely party for
Nina’s daughter and fiancé. dona
Connolly Mastin’s daughter, Julia,
was married on July 9th. She hopes to
attend Reunion next spring and looks
forward to seeing everyone. Jan Mal-
onE Steele was the final judge for the
James River Writers’ Best unpublished
Novel Contest and a judge for the
Library of Virginia’s Literary Awards.
Her husband, Mike, has several water-
color paintings in James River Art
League shows. JunE rEynoldS Wood
is very proud of her daughter, Anne,
who lives in Ny and works as a product
developer for Ann Taylor Loft.  

1973
Send your class notes to:
Donna Deitz
donna.deitz@gmail.com
Shelley Wilgus Murray
shelmurr@hotmail.com
kaTHryn SPEnCEr alexander, writes
“My son will be a freshman at
Hampden-Sydney this fall. Excitement
abounds. We are both active in
volunteer work, especially Honor Flight,
a volunteer organization that brings
World War II veterans to Washington DC
to visit ‘their’ monument, Arlington
Cemetery, etc.” dEirdrE dougHErTy
grogan writes, “Our only daughter,
Alyson, graduated from college and has
a great job in advertising. My husband,
Mark, and I are still working full time
and enjoying Marietta and Atlanta.

1974
ann allEn Savoy was featured in the
June Southern Living article “Soul of the
South: Louisiana Keeps Playing.” Read it
online at www.southernliving.com.
SaraH Hill is the pastor of a
Presbyterian church in Lexington VA.
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1975 
roSalyn gWyn Schmidt’s 2 sons are
both working on their PhDs. One is at
Vanderbilt and the other at Emory.
BEVErly FEild Clement was married in
2002. She and her husband are enjoying
retirement in DE. MEliSSa JoHnSTon
kruse is a realtor with Coldwell Banker
Bainbridge Kaufman in Conneaut Lake PA.
Conneaut Lake is a glacier lake and is the
largest natural lake in PA. In July 2010 dEE
Brandon alison spent 2 weeks in
Paris with former MBC French professor
Jenny Roucher and her husband, Gilles.
lynn THoMPSon is director of library
and IT services for the town of Southern
Pines NC and has been with the town for
20 years. She and her husband, Bob,
celebrated 35 years of marriage in May.
Their daughter, Emma, graduated in 2008
from Rice university, and, after a year in
Corsica, is working on her MA in French at
uNC-Greensboro.

1976
linda BloXoM graberman published No
Prissy Shoes, in September 2010. It is a 31-
day devotional for women going through
breast cancer. Check it out on her
website, noprissyshoes.com. kaTHryn
lEE is multimedia developer at Smith
College, Northampton MA. She launched

Smith Video (media.smith.edu/
smithvideo), an online resource dedicated
to digital video producers. She is also the
producer for Women’s Basketball Coaches
Association at Final Four, and the
producer for Shootaround with Beth &
Debbie, a national podcast dedicated to
women’s basketball.

1977 rEunion 2012
Send your class notes to:
Pam Martin Comstock
gcmartinco@aol.com
CynTHia Hall celebrated 25 years at
Porter Public Library OH in December.
She writes, “How the time has flown.”
kaTHErinE MCWanE doel writes, “I live
in Portland OR. I work one day a week in
Corvallis, where I often have lunch with
PaTTy laCy ’74. She was a senior in
Hilltop when I was a lowly freshman. We
are a long way from home.”

1978
MElaniE goFF Bradley saw the space
shuttle Discovery take off February 24,
2011. This has been a lifelong dream for
Melanie. liSa SEdariS Evans received
her master’s degree in education and is
working as an elementary school teacher.

1979
Send your class notes to:
Kelley Rexroad
kelley@krexconsulting.com
Mary nEll MCPHErSon is the executive
director of Freedom School Partners in
Charlotte NC. Freedom School Partners
“provides summer learning for low-
income children, and helps students
retain and build on what they learned in
school during the regular school year.”

1980
Send your class notes to:
Laura Reed Bivans
Ldmtbivans4321@verizon.net
19 Turkey Foot Ct, Darnestown, MD
20878-3645 
kaTHErinE PiErSon Colden has a new
grandchild, Drew, born July 2010. She
also has a 4-year-old granddaughter, Kate.
SuSan WalkEr Scola writes, “I teach in a
small Christian school in Potomac MD. I
currently teach 5th, 6th, and 7th grade
history as well as theatre in middle school
and art in the lower school. My husband,
George, and I celebrated our 26th
anniversary in 2010. Our son graduated
from university of South Carolina in 2011,
and our daughter will be a senior in high
school in fall 2011.” kaTHErinE
andErSon writes, “My news is that I

have moved my office to a larger building
and am expanding my design services.
Also my oldest son, William, has a job
in Charlotte with Otto uSA, and my
youngest, Francis, starts Furman in
August. My middle son, Calhoun, is
starting his junior year in college.” laura
rEEd Bivans writes, “It’s been a busy
year Thomas went off to VMI —
discovered he loved the military part but
had trouble with the academics, so he’s
home trying to figure out how to get back
to the ‘I.’ Margie is the assistant director
of PEG. She has moved to
Waynesboro and is working at The Green
Leaf in downtown, a wonderful restaurant
on Main Street. Dave and I rediscovered
being ‘empty nesters’ with Thomas gone.
We had a wonderful time learning how to
go out to dinner, have friends over, go to
parties, and more. It was a lot of fun. The
kids would call to ask, ‘Where are you
now?’ Hope everyone is doing well. Put
your thinking caps on for the next set of
class notes.”

1981
Congratulations to annaBEl BarBEr for
earning the 2011 Career Achievement
Award. This award was presented to
Annabel during Reunion 2011 in April by
the MBC Alumnae/i Board. This award
was established in 1986 to honor alumnae
who have brought distinction to
themselves and MBC through their
careers or professions. BETTE BlakE
Ferguson has been teaching kindergarten
at Brunswick Academy since 2006. She is
a VA collegiate professional licensed
teacher with endorsements in
early/primary education, preK-3, and
government. She is married to Bobby
Ferguson and has one son Cabell, 15, and
they reside at Southern Grove Farms in
Skippers. PaMEla STraToS has run 21
marathons and is training for her 22nd.
MyrTlE FranCiS HaTCHEr is pastor of
Main Street united Methodist Church in
Suffolk VA. (Read the article ‘Not an
Ordinary Day’ from the Suffolk News-
Herald at www.suffolknewsherald.com.)
oliVia kinCaid Haney writes, “I continue
as a minister at large in Shenandoah
Presbytery, preaching at many different
churches. My oldest son, Joe, graduated
from college in May; Alex is at James
Madison university; and Isaac and Laura
are at Bath County High School in VA.
John and I stay busy as parents and
preachers, he has just finished a Doctor of
Ministry Program.” SuSan SHErMan
Southard and her husband enjoyed
seeing old friends at Reunion 2011.

1982 rEunion 2012
BoBBiE niCodEMuS denn took a road
trip and visited MBC roommate JEniFEr
WalkEr ’80 in CO. ann MariE HaynES
Vanderhout and husband Greg continue
to work for the State of Delaware. Son,
Dutch (15) finished his freshman year of
high school. Daughter Tara (25) moved to
VA to start a new position with Kimpton
Hotels in Alexandria. Ann’s mom, nanCy
MCMullan Pauley ’58, is in Daleville VA
and stays busy with friends, community,
and church. Anne Marie is looking
forward to Reunion 2012.
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More than 

80
o
/o

of MBC students will receive financial aid this year. Gifts to the
Baldwin Fund help offset the cost of tuition and cultivate confident,
compassionate changemakers through the following investments:

n Renovation of Jesse Cleveland Pearce Science Center, part of the
Campaign for Mary Baldwin 

n Providing enhanced and highly personalized scholarship assistance
n Developing the full potential of all students by encouraging them to

contribute to their communities and the world through the Spencer
Center for Civic and Global Engagement

n Supporting advanced undergraduate research projects
n Assisting outstanding faculty and staff in their work to develop leading-

edge academic programs and resources for students

Please consider making a gift to the Baldwin fund by 

June 30, 2012. your contribution will inspire these students 

and many more to continue their Mary Baldwin College education. 
www.mbc.edu/giving



1983
Send your class notes to:
Georgianne Miller Mitchell 
georgianne_mitchell@yahoo.com
Tance Anderson Laughon     
jubileepr@aol.com
1504 Linden Avenue, Lynchburg, VA 24503      
lorETTa Vigil Tabb and husband Mack
are empty nesters now. Angela, their
youngest, is a sophomore at Virginia
Tech and their oldest daughter, Ashley,
teaches in Japan. Loretta and Mack
planned an MBC visit this May. EilEEn
koHlErMan Williamson works for
George E. Wahlen Veterans Hospital in
Salt Lake City. Eileen made a trip to
Orlando in January of 2011 to visit with
liSa MaE PoWErS Muldoon, who is in
her 27th year teaching 11th graders
American history. Lisa and her husband,
Mike, raised their children and enjoy
peaceful time together as proud
grandparents of 2. gEorgiannE MillEr
Mitchell completed her MA in health
administration and EMT, and volunteers
at the Laytonsville MD fire department,
while working full time with the Peace
Corps in DC. Her eldest, Matthew,
graduates from West Point in May while
his brother, John, studies marine biology
at Hawaii Pacific university. Mary studies
communication disorders at James
Madison university as her sister, Sarah,
looks forward to graduating from high
school this year. Phillip attends 7th grade
in DC. Georgianne met up with
CHandlEr Curd Wheeling, her
husband, Randy, and PaTTy kaPniSToS
leto in Reston VA for a night out.
Chandler is a nurse at Carilion Health
Services and her husband continues to
entertain the Roanoke area with his band,
The Kings. Patty started a new job with
Oracle Corp. selling data center solutions
to the government. Patty’s husband was
inspired to start a new business for
remote patient monitoring after Patty
survived a near-death illness 3 years ago.
Visit him at trapollo.com. In the family’s
time off, the kids and Patty volunteer at a
pet adoption fairs for lostdogrescue.org.
BETH HEFFErnEn Sucher has worked at
Blue Cross Blue Shield of Tennessee for
10 years as a customer service expert.
She reconnected with Georgianne
Mitchell as she also expects to graduate
with her master of health administration
this year. Although Beth says she hasn’t
been able emotionally to attend any of
his fights, her oldest son, Austin, trains to
be a uFC fighter while working 3 jobs.
Her second son, Devin, serves in
Afghanistan as a uS Marine. Beth feels
proud to keep the service spirit in the
family as her daughter, Olivia, just
finished boot camp with the Tennessee
National Guard. Beth enjoys visiting with
many of her MBC friends on Facebook.
SHaron HayES Siegmeister teaches
elementary school and believes it is a
good thing that her husband, Marty, has
a wine business to make adolescence
more tolerable. Daughter Hasya Bracha
starts high school this year. Their oldest
son, Hanokh, and his bride, Fraidy,
married in Netanya, Israel, in May 2010 in
a rooftop ceremony overlooking the
Mediterranean Sea. Elisha, their second
son, lives and studies in Netanya as well.
BETH SluSSEr Hall’s son, Nelson,
graduates from Virginia Tech in May with
a mechanical engineering major and
nuclear engineering minor and already

enjoys 2 job offers. Beth is in her 26th
year teaching 1st grade. Beth and other
son, Andrew (17), are doing their first 5K
run, the H20 for Life, in February. ToMi
lyn HolSoPPlE Shmaisani loves life and
enjoys marketing Pampered Chef in
Houston these days. you can find her on
Facebook. roSaliE TaMBurri roder
lives in sunny LA and is working on her
master’s degree. Jill JoHnSon Horton
lives in SC and writes she is blessed with
2 wonderful children: Elizabeth is in 2nd
grade in a French partial immersion
program and Pierce will start
kindergarten in the fall. Jill continues to
be an ESOL teacher for the Lexington
County school district. SHaWn BroWn
Thompson ’83 of Oklahoma City OK and
MarTHa anTHony Prioleau ’83 of Ft.
Worth Tx surprised gaBriEllE gElzEr
McCree ’83 and family at her 50th
birthday celebration. The party was held
June 11, 2011, at the Manursing Island
Beach Club in Rye Ny. Gabby was
absolutely speechless when we walked
in and surprised her. They write, “It was
the first time we’ve ever seen Gabby
speechless.” The party was a celebration
of Gabby’s and husband Don’s 50th
birthdays and their 25th wedding
anniversary.

1984 
Send your class notes to:
Robin Lermo
relermo@earthlink.net
6903 Spur Road, Springfield, VA 22153
JudiTH BauErlE writes, “I’m retired and
busy all the time. I volunteer at a primary
school — something I always wanted to
do — now I have the time and it’s great.
My husband and I travel; our next trip is
to a wedding in Nepal. MBC gave me the
education that supported an interesting
work life.”

1985
karEn SWorTzEl’s grandson, Samuel
Frederick Ashby, was born October 3,
2009. SHElBia BaynE is retired but uses
her education daily.

1986
SuSan BroECkEr gish loves selling hair
bows and chocolates on etsy.com. Check
out her cookie business at
www.mrsgishshomemadecookies.com.
CHariSSa CaMP writes, “My husband,
Bob Hutchings, and I will be celebrating
our 9th anniversary — happy in
Germantown TN with each other and cat
Pumpkin. I work as a behavioral health
psychologist in primary care at the
Memphis VA Medical Center. I became
American Board of Professional
Psychology certified in May 2005.”

1987 rEunion 2012
Send your class notes to:
MacKay Morris Boyer
mackayesq@comcast.net

1988
Send your class notes to:
Denise Dorsey Mitlehner
denise.mitlehner@loudoun.k12.va.us
BarBara WrigHT earned her graduate
degree in English literature. CHriSTinE
dEnFEld Berry writes, “My oldest child

will be heading to James Madison
university in fall 2011.”

1989
CourTnEy BEll Frankowski and her
husband completed the Rock ’n Roll/Jazz
marathon in New Orleans. rHonda
ragan received her BSN in September
2010 and is an RN.

1990
Send your class notes to:
Diana Manning
The5mannings@verizon.net
MaggiE TaTE riith writes, “On December
22, 2010 we welcomed Virginia Elisie Tate
Riith to our family. Her brothers, Jake (10),
Max (8), and Mitch (5), are enjoying their
baby sister.”

1991
MErry WyaTT has written 2 children’s
books: William’s Light Goes Out and The
Loves of Pocahontas. Check these out
and look for information on other books
she’s working on at
mwassociates.vpweb.com. CHriSTy
Moody Collier was married February 12,
2011. Cora lEigH raynor Clark and her
husband, Lee, are living at Fort Drum Ny
for the time being. She says it’s lovely
here, as long as you don’t mind Canadian
weather. aMy dEBnaM Boyd would like
to thank Sue Marion for all of her
teachings at MBC. Amy is celebrating her
National Board Certification in education.

1992 rEunion 2012
Send your class notes to:
Heather Jackson
heatherljackson@comcast.net 
Katherine Brown
kebrown2020@yahoo.com
kaTHryn TaTTErSon and her husband
opened a business, M&M Building Supply,
in August 2010. She also still owns
Tatterson Greenhouse. Her grandmother’s
old house in Chesapeake VA will be
featured on 5 different television shows on
the DIy Cable Network. dori akErMan
Stiefel and Ian of Knoxville welcomed
daughter Mairen, on May 16, 2011. Mairen
weighed 4.5 lbs and was 17.25 inches long.
ViCky aTkinS robertson is now a
controller at Ferrum College. gaBriEla
PErEz-PangBorn Foster-Brown asks
everyone in her class to give $10 to MBC.

1993
Send your class notes to:
Rebekah “Bekah” Conn Foster
rebekahfoster@rocketmail.com
306 S Court, St. Lewisburg WV 24901 
linda kagarise is retired from teaching
and now works as a pastor for her church.
She loves every minute of it. SHaWn
yoSPin has been competing in Cowboy
Mounted Shooting for the past 2 years.
She was the 2010 L1 VA State Champion.

miSSing 
SOmething?
if mary Baldwin College does not 
have your updated email address, 
you're only getting part of the message. 

take a minute now to post your current email address 
(the one where you want to receive Mary Baldwin news) 
at www.mbc.edu/baldwinconnect.

The contact information you provide is solely for use by MBC. 
We do not share your information with third party solicitors. 
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Renovated science center will

leaves leadership post.

MBC Community takes a

@
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1994
Send your class notes to:
Genie Gratto
egratto@gwrites.com
Virginia Louise Powell was born August
25, 2010 to kaTE SToklEy Powell and
G. Brooks Powell III. Big brother Brooks
IV was 4 when she was born. Sweet
baby Louise is all squirrel thanks to both
sides of her family. In addition to her
mother’s legacy, she is the niece of
annE PoWEll Mcgowan ’97 (a
professional photographer who took
the picture: http://annemcgowan
photo.blogspot.com/2011/03/louise-6-
mos.html) and the cousin of EliSE
HarroVEr Harlow ’82 and ann
raTCliFFE HarroVEr Thomas ’57.
nanCy Clark Brand writes, “Our twins
were born July 5, 2010. I hope you
don’t mind my sharing our joy. Our
babies are a miracle: a boy, Nikhil and a
girl, Amaiya (both are ancient Sanskrit
names).” Sonali Bagri Birla writes, “I
completed a foundation course of
integrative health coaching at Duke
Integrative Medicine and am working
on certification. I continue to work at
GlaxoSmithKline in Research Triangle
Park NC and am enjoying family life
with our 12-year-old son and 9-year-old
daughter. Recently I showcased
products from India made by my family
in India at the Alumnae/i Bazaar at MBC
(Reunion 2011). My website is
www.sonalis.biz.” lEaH garCia
Schroeder and Greg are proud to
announce the birth of a baby boy, Ian.
He was born on April 12, 2010, and
weighed 8 lbs. 3 oz.

1995
Send your class notes to:
Selene Gorman 
selene_gorman@hotmail.com
Congratulations to rEBECCa ECkSTEin.
Rebecca has been appointed VP for
enrollment at OH Wesleyan university
in Delaware OH. Malinda BoWErS
received her master’s degree in public
administration from Virginia
Commonwealth university. alliSon
CoMPTon ryan writes, “Christopher J.
Ryan and I were married on September
18, 2010, on Governors Island in NyC.
On an exciting note, our wedding was
featured in the Ny Times Wedding
Section:
www.nytimes.com/2010/10/10/fashion
/weddings/10vows.html. I’m employed
as a documentary film producer. My
husband and I run Dedicated Lane
Productions, Inc. (dedicated-lane.com).”

1996
Ella EaVErS sought election as
supervisor representing the Riverheads
district in Augusta County VA. kriSTiE
BoWMan laurvick was married in
November 2009. Kristie is step-mother
to Nicole and step-grandmother to
Adam Hudgins. She and her family live
in Clifton VA. dEniSE Clary Williams
was elected to the Brunswick County VA
Board of Supervisors representing the
Sturgeon District. 

1997 rEunion 2012
Send your class notes to:
Jenna Smith
mbcyaya@yahoo.com 
Annie McGinley Floyd
annmcginley@hotmail.com
SaBra gEar is teaching at Old
Dominion university in Norfolk. She
received her PhD in special education in
2010. BETHEl MoorE lost her husband
in 2009. She is retired but active in her
church. She wants to do more
volunteering as her health improves.

1998
Send your class notes to:
Jennifer Lloyd Marland
jayandjenn@mac.com
10538 Faulkner Ridge Circle, 
Columbia MD, 21044
Tara THurSTon’s son, Sawyer, will
turn 1 in May 2011. Tara lives with her
son and her partner, Ryan, outside of
Philadelphia. Tara WilliaMS romero
has 3 children: Jonathan (12), Emily (3)
and Christina (2). ElizaBETH CalHoun
Swarr and Peter are proud to announce
the birth of their baby girl, Caroline
Brice. She was born on May 6, 2010 in
Nashville TN Baptist Hospital and
weighed 7 lbs. Elizabeth writes, “We are
thrilled to welcome baby Caroline to
the family; Hudson Calhoun (3) loves
her so much. We just celebrated her 1st
birthday — she LOVED her
cupcake.” laura MCCarTEr Stone
joined in the celebrations. naTaliE
BErgEr kellen is married and has 3
boys, ages 6, 3, and 19 mos.

1999
Send your class notes to:
Engle Baker Addington
engleaddington@hotmail.com 
2921 Starnes Road, Charlotte NC 28214
roB SHorT is the new director of
technology at Sanford School in DE.
annE SaVal Wong writes, “I received
my BSN from Shenandoah university in
2007.” Anne is currently an RN at
Augusta Health in Fishersville VA on the
Med-Surg/Oncology unit and is going
to James Madison university for a
master’s degree to become a family
nurse practitioner.

2000
laurEl BuCkiS Fields has 2 sons,
Thomas Joseph and Andrew David.
CHriSTina WEST Harris was
unanimously approved as the new
principal at Kling Elementary in Buena
Vista VA.

2001
Send your class notes to:
Amberleigh Powell
chrisandal2001@yahoo.com
10530 Jefferson Highway, 
Mineral VA 23117
CarolinE BallEngEr Seale has 2
children, Harriet (3.5) and Joe (1).
SaraH HEnry bought her first house
in Midlothian VA. MiCHEllE HurdlE
writes, “I moved from Staunton to

CLASSCOlumnS

CaTCHing uP WiTH
liz BarroWS ‘02

English as a Second Language teacher, former unofficial
ambassador to Puerto Rico, chatterbox.

“I like teaching, but what I really love is getting to know
people, their language, their culture, and trying to iron 
out misperceptions they may have about Americans and 
our culture.”

Career: Master’s degree from university of Puerto Rico; taught
English at the university and independently until 2010; now at Camp
Eggers in Kabul overseeing the English Testing program for the
Defense Language Institute in conjunction with the Afghan Air Force. 

latest thing you did to connect with Mary Baldwin College: Sent a
wall post to Dr. Ivy Arbulú on Facebook.

Favorite item you own with an MBC logo: My diploma — although it
stays at my parents’ house for safe keeping until I have a permanent
home of my own.

go-to reading: Hardcore Zen: Punk Rock, Monster Movies and the
Truth about Reality.

advice for students: Always have a back-up plan and be flexible,
because life doesn’t always go the way you planned it.

Most interesting thing i just learned: There is bacteria in soil that acti-
vates brain cells to produce serotonin. So take off your shoes, stick
your hands in the mud, get dirty, and be happy.

Most challenging MBC course: Spanish Literature of the Golden Age.

The perfect winter day: I have to admit that I haven't seen a true
winter since I left MBC in 2002. My perfect winter days now consist of
sitting outside on a nice cool day, with a cup of coffee in hand, sit-
ting in a hammock and calling friends I haven't spoken to in a while. 

When we say “Baldwin,” you say: Best times of my life thus far.
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Dallas the weekend before Reunion. I
work for university of North Texas at
Dallas in the Office of Admissions. I plan
to make the Dallas/Fort Worth area my
permanent home. Would love to see
some of my sister squirrels who live in
the area.” MEndEn PoolE kalan
married Trever Kalan May 20, 2011, in
Maui. Erin kElly Marsicano and her
husband, Joe, welcomed their first
child, Sophia Jane, March 7, 2011. She
weighed 6lbs. 13.oz. Erin had 4
wonderful months of maternity leave,
but has since returned to her job at the
Pennsylvania State Capitol as director of
communications for the same state
senator she has been with since
graduation. ElizaBETH “Beth” PlEWES
Mckee writes, “I’m checking in to let
you know that we (Matt, Isabelle (5) and
Fionnuala (3)) have left the east coast
and moved out to Carmel Valley CA in
the heart of wine country near
Monterey. Anyone who wants to walk
to a winery is welcome.” CHriSTy
Murray Meinster and her husband
welcomed their first child, Olivia Ann,
on November 9, 2010. She weighed
6lbs. 10 oz. and was 21 in. Christy was
promoted to major in the Air Force
Reserve on May 15, 2011. aSHlEy
adaMS Miller and husband Joe
welcomed home a baby girl, Marie
Elizabeth, on December 9, 2010. Marie
was also welcomed home by her big
brothers, Adam (7) and Sam (4). lESliE
ST JoHn Paul married Rupert Edsel Paul
III on January 8, 2011. Leslie and Paul are
living in Manning SC where she serves
as a youth pastor at the Presbyterian
Church at Manning. 

2002 rEunion 2012
Send your class notes to:
Anna Henley
annalhenley@hotmail.com or
mbc2002reunion@hotmail.com
Myspace:
www.myspace.com/mbc200reunion
Facebook Group: Baldwin ’02
Scarlet and Gold classmates, start
making plans to attend our 10-year
Reunion coming up April 12-15, 2012. If
you haven’t received a Save the Date
card, please contact any class officer or
the Alumnae/i Office. you can stay up to
date on Facebook, too. aManda
daViS-Holloway (MAT ’06) was 1 of 7
teachers selected to represent
Richmond public schools in the yale
National Initiative (yNI). As a yale fellow,
she worked with teachers from across
the united States and Joseph Roach,
Sterling professor of theatre, to create
curriculum units. Her unit, Strange Fruit:
An Exploration of Imagery and Socio-
politics of Post-Katrina New Orleans, will
be published in print and on the yNI
website. The program is designed to
strengthen teaching in public schools
and includes school districts from across
the country. BETH CHaPMan Ford and
daughter Marin are looking forward to
her husband’s return from a 7-month
deployment overseas, his 5th. They are
in San Diego CA and expect to remain
here for 3 more years as Cliff transitions
to flying his new aircraft, the V-22
Osprey. Beth recently switched jobs and
is working at TARGuSinfo as senior

oracle database administrator. Marin
starts kindergarten in the fall and is
excited to see her friends and learn new
things. Beth writes, “Marin and I spend
our weekends kayaking in La Jolla cove
and swimming in the pool. We are truly
becoming water girls.” Elizabeth
Catherine Whitlow McClintock joined
MaliSSa dEWindT McClintock,
Andrew, and big sister Maisie on April
24, 2011, as a wonderful Easter blessing.
Malissa is staying busy being a stay-at-
home mom to Maisie and Ellie and is
looking forward to Reunion in 2012.
liSa BliSS writes, “In the past year I
have traveled all over Europe and am
enjoying every minute of this amazing
experience. I have renewed my teaching
contract for another year in Trieste, Italy,
and can’t wait for what this next year
will bring.” CaSEy BrEnT was recently
accepted into university of Maryland’s
social work and law dual degree
program. She plans to specialize in
social action and community
development and public interest law.
She will begin this program working
with homeless population of single
mothers and their children in
Baltimore. Although this is a career
change for her, she is excited about
getting started in the fall. anna HEnlEy
was one of the founders of Pet
Community Center — a 501(c)(3)
organization in Nashville TN — that is
dedicated to strengthening the human-
animal bond and to ending pet
overpopulation through spay/neuter,
education, and training. “This, in
addition to my business SPOT Prints and
2 other jobs, keeps me busy. Be sure to
stay informed about all the festivities as
reunion 2012 nears. Don’t forget to
update your class notes and contact
information,” Anna said. Erinn
SingMan kaine lives in Midland GA and
works for the director of emergency
services at Fort Bening. a’lEigH
SPEnSiEri Hamner and Tracy are proud
to announce the birth of a baby girl,
Molly Ann-Margaret. She was born on
March 17, 2011 (St. Patrick ’s Day) at St.
Mary’s Hospital in Richmond VA, and

weighed 6 lbs. 9 oz. Brother Taylor
Collins is very excited to welcome his
new baby sister into the family. She
writes, “We are all excited that we are a
family of 4.” aSHlEy dEangElo
graduated from university of New
England in May with a master’s degree
in social work. She has moved back to
Staunton and is living with her fiancé,
Kevin Postupack. Ashley spent 7 days in
Paris and is looking for employment.
aPril roBinSon-CoSTon Williams’
daughter, Milynne, was born in April
2009. Her husband was promoted to
vice president of operations at his
management company in December
2010. Molly MaHonEy has a 5-year-old
son, Cole. laTonya andErSon went
to France in December with 2005
graduate Kristen and sang with the
French choir that visits Staunton. They
were part of a group of 150 French choir
members and 57 American members
that raised money for the Jimmy Louise
Haitian Fund.

2003
Send your class notes to:
Brenna zortman
bzortman@gmail.com
lEaH PoTTS finished her master’s
degree in early childhood education at
university of Virginia and is purchasing
a home. SHana MEganCk received the
Grunig Prime Research Fellowship to
continue working on her PhD. lEa
SPEnCEr Trant and her husband, John,
are happy to announce the arrival of
their baby girl, Spencer Campbell Trant,
born on July 3, 2011. Lea plans to return
to her outpatient practice in Chesapeake
VA as a licensed professional counselor
at the end of the summer. SaraH
HElEn SHEa Studebaker and Peyton
welcomed a son, Jackson Reade, on
February 28, 2011, at St. Mary’s Hospital
in Richmond VA. He weighed 7 lbs. 3 oz.
and measured 19 ins. Celebrating
ElizaBETH Hill’s wedding in October
2010 to Elliott Conklin were nEkia
FrEEMan, lEaH PoTTS, Quiana
HaWkinS-Cole ’04 (bridesmaid),

doroTHy CoBy, and kiMBErly kErn
Sweet ’04. The couple exchanged vows
at Barren Ridge Vineyards in Fishersville
VA and is living in Washington DC. Both
are working on doctoral degrees: his in
clinical psychology and hers in chamber
music. kElly gurlEy roberts and
Shawn are proud to announce the birth
of a baby boy, Shawn Christopher
Brown “Beau” Roberts Jr. He was born
on August 12, 2010, in DePaul Hospital in
Norfolk VA, and weighed 8 lbs. 8 oz. He
is such a joy, and growing fast. His
parents are so proud. annE
MEaCHaM and Ann Marie Malcolm are
thrilled to share the news of their
marriage on April 2, 2011, at the
Cardome Centre in Georgetown Ky.
alliSon raMSEy-lEFEVrE ’05 and
kEndra ClarkE served as
bridesmaids. naTaliE TaSillo,
CourTnEy lEard ’02, and lESliE
ruEFF were also in attendance. The
couple passed through Staunton on
their honeymoon, visiting briefly with
aSH WHiTE, Erin doHErTy, and
JEnniFEr kraMB. 

2004
Send your class notes to:
Sarah Hatfield Nichols
shatfield@pilgrim-school.org 
404 N. Holliston Ave. #3, 
Pasadena CA 91106
Kara Shy Neumann
ksneumann@gmail.com
ann MiTCHEll Horne earned a master
of science in nursing from Jefferson
Science School in 2010. JEnniFEr
Wood Cooper and Michael are proud to
announce the birth of a baby boy,
Jackson Gary. He was born on June 8,
2010, in Manassas VA and weighed 8
lbs. 13 oz. Older brother Michael (3) is
excited to have a younger brother to
make messes with. All are doing well.
SaraH HaTFiEld nichols married to
Kent Nichols on June 4, 2011. Squirrels in
attendance were lindSEy liEBErMan
and liz WaTSon.
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www.mbc.edu/baldwinconnect
Sign up. Start sharing. 

seriously, just try it.

whom did she marry? 

where are other alums finding jobs?

how did she reconnect
with her former roommate? 



2005
Send your class notes to:
Elizabeth “Beth” Southard
e.southard@uea.ac.uk
BrookE WHiTT Buehring and Michael
were married in 2005. They have a
daughter, Emily, who was born August 25,
2009.

2006
Send your class notes to:
Heather Hawks 
hawkshl@hotmail.com
Ann Harrison Brander 
aharrison@rma.edu or
brandera@gmail.com
P.O. Box 183, Marshall VA 20116
lEigH FraME Peterson received a master
of health science in molecular
microbiology and immunology from
Johns Hopkins School of Public Health on
May 9, 2009. She has matriculated into the
PhD in human nutrition program at the
same school. Leigh and Matthew Peterson
were married August 1, 2009, at St.
Elizabeth’s Roman Catholic Church,
Chester Springs PA. They reside in
Baltimore. Julia MESSEr was a
bridesmaid and Cara Magolda Tucker
was a reader in the ceremony. Mary ann
noEl Morris writes, “I’ve been teaching
kindergarten at Mountain View Elementary
in Alleghany County VA for 4 years; this
year I moved to 1st grade. I’m also the
worship pastor at my church and loving

life. My hubby Jody and I live on the
‘Mountain Top’ and absolutely love what
we do.” Dr. MEgan PaJSki recently
earned her PhD in chemistry at university
of Virginia.

2007 rEunion 2012
Send your class notes to:
Erin Baker Heely
theheelys@gmail.com 
801 15th St. South, Apt 902, 
Arlington VA 22202
Rosemary Pantaleo
rosemary.pantaleo@gmail.com
Greetings sister squirrels. It is always nice
to hear from you and learn what you have
been up to lately. JESSiCa lECCadiTo is
currently stationed at Forward Operating
Base Sharana, Afghanistan, in the Pakinta
Province. She is working as the officer in
charge of the Joint Visitors Bureau, part of
the 101st Airborne Division (Air Assault),
4th Brigade Combat Team. Jessica has
been deployed with the uS Army for a
little more than a year and is anxious to be
home. While deployed she met several
delegates, celebrities, and prominent
military leaders. We wish you well,
Jessica, and thank you for your service.
lakEn HoPkinS Harrell was married to
Brack Harrell on August 22, 2009, at
Rockwood Manor in Dublin VA. The
wedding party included TiFFaniE
HEgErTy, laurEn CErruTi Wright, and
PaTTy nadEau ’06. STaCy dEl VallE
JiMEnEz Bluestein and husband Keith

welcomed a son, Slade Rano Theodore
Bluestein, on March 4, 2011. Slade joins
brothers Kellen (12) and Carter (3), and
sister Bethany (5). Stacy works as an
analyst for the Department of the Navy in
Washington DC, and enjoyed a few
months at home with her children while
on maternity leave. SHana TallanT
daniel has an accounting business, Daniel
Accounting, and 3 children. STEPHaniE
king will graduate from George
Washington university with her master’s
degree. Julia CoCHran izadjoo married
Meisam Izadjoo May 2, 2009, and moved
to Clarksburg MD. She gave birth to their
1st child, Sara Arleen Izadjoo, on January
25, 2010. Remember, our 5-year Reunion is
coming up this spring. We hope to see
you there!

2008
Send your class notes to:
Katie Lukhart
kdlukhart@gmail.com 
7 Trotters Run, Thomasville NC 27360
EMily SuzannE HunT received a JD from
the College of William and Mary School of
Law on May 15, 2011. kaTHErinE aSHE
and TriSHa VaugHan were in
attendance. Congratulations to kaTy
HanSon Hening and husband Ross: they
welcomed a baby boy, George Alexander
Ross Hening, on July 15, 2011. He weighed
8 lbs. 1 oz. and measured nearly 21 ins. 

2009
Send your class notes to:
Sarah Tyndall
sarahbmwz8@mac.com
CaTHErinE kaMMEr completed her
master’s degree in secondary education
from Old Dominion university in
December 2010. rEnEE VandEVandEr
works for Great Aspirations Scholarship
Program assisting high school students
with financial aid for college.

2010
Send your class notes to:
Shaterika Parks
parkssj2117@mbc.edu
Ellery Sigler
siglerea2296@mbc.edu
alanna WarniCk is in Panama with the
Peace Corps until mid-2011. BriTTany
WalkEr is a substitute teacher while she
works toward becoming a full-time
teacher.

2011
Erika MikHailoVa and ada SuE MyErS
worked for the Staunton Augusta Art
Center during its summer studio in August
2011. Erika led the “Garden Buddies” class
for 6- to 8-year-olds, and Ada Sue led a
“Make Them Green with Envy” class for
older students.

CLASSCOlumnS

CaTCHing uP WiTH
MCCall CarTEr ‘07

International scholar, New york Bar Exam
conqueror, meerkat enthusiast.

“I spent more time in the law school while studying for the bar exam 
than I spent there during my entire law school career, but the sense of
accomplishment that I felt when I finished — and the excitement when 
I heard that I passed — outshined any I had felt before.”

Studies: Juris Doctor from Washington
university; New york Bar Exam; master’s
degree from utrecht university,
Netherlands (studies included writing trial
briefs, closing arguments and appellate
briefs as an intern on the defense team for
the International Criminal Tribunal for the
former yugoslavia).

next move: Arusha, Tanzania, for an
internship in the Chambers of the
International Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda.

latest thing you did to connect with mary
Baldwin College: Spoke to Dr. Bowen's
International Relations class on international
justice and the individual's role in
international relations (in addition to having
lunch or coffee with several former
professors).

favorite item you own with an mBC logo:
A sterling silver flask engraved with the
MBC seal and “What Would Nietzsche Do?”
to commemorate the many hours of
discussions we had on that subject. 

go-to reading: Mother Jones magazine.

On a recent campus visit, i noticed: The
amazing work that the Spencer Center is
doing to get MBC students involved in
international community service. I’m even a
little bit jealous! 

most interesting thing i just learned:
Meerkats are such social animals that if you
were to have one for a pet it would
demand all of your time. When you left it
would become distraught and search for
your scent and dig a hole everywhere it
found it. Even in your leather couch, appar-
ently. 

most challenging mBC course: Philosophy
of the Arts.

the perfect winter day: A lazy, snowy day
when I wake up in a warm bed, then brew
myself a cup of coffee or hot chocolate. I'd
bake some cookies, and maybe even go
outside to make a snowman with friends
and watch my dog play in the snow (and
try to eat it!)

when we say “Baldwin,” you say: Women
leaders of tomorrow.

PHOTO SuBMITTED By MCCALL CARTER ‘07
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arriValS
MaggiE TaTE riith ’90 and Michael: a daughter, Virginia Elisie Tate, 12/11/10
dori akErMan Stiefel ’92 and Ian: a daughter, Mairen Stiefel, 5/16/11
lEaH garCia Schroeder ’94 and Greg: a son, Ian, 4/12/10
kaTE SToklEy Powell ’94 and Brooks: a daughter, Virginia Louise, 8/25/10
rEBECCa runnElS Cheatham ’95 and Christopher: a son, Christopher Luke, 3/7/11
kaTHryn Sydnor Witt ’96 and Walter: a son, William Mason, 3/3/11
EMily alEXandEr douglas ’98 and Kris: a son, Robert “Simpson,” 6/14/11
ElizaBETH CalHoun Swarr ’98 and Peter: a daughter, Caroline Brice, 5/6/10
STaCEy BarroW Hill ’00 and Casey: a daughter, Carrington Mae, 12/12/08
aSHlEy adaMS Miller ’01 and Joe: a daughter, Marie Elizabeth, 12/9/10
MaliSSa dEWindT McClintock ’02 and Andrew: a daughter, Elizabeth Catherine Whitlow, 4/24/11 
BryannE MoorE Peterson ’02 and Easton: a daughter, Cadence Elaine, 12/3/10
a’lEigH SPEnSiEri Hamner ’02 and Tracy: a daughter, Molly Ann-Margaret, 3/17/11
kElly gurlEy roberts ’03 and Shawn: a son, Shawn Christopher Brown Roberts Jr., 8/12/10
SaraH SHEa Studebaker ’03 and Peyton: a son, Jackson Reade, 2/28/11
lEa SPEnCEr Trant ’03 and John: a son, Spencer Campbell Trant, 7/3/11
JEnniFEr Wood Cooper ’04 and Michael: a son, Jackson Gary, 6/8/10
SuSan MillEr Ward ’06 and Chad: a son, Noland, 6/1/10
STaCy dEl Vall JiMEnEz Bluestein ’07 and Keith: a son, Slade Rano Theodore, 3/4/11
kaTy HanSon Hening ’08 and Ross: a son, George Alexander Ross, 7/15/11 

MarriagES
gail MCMiCHaEl drew ’65 to Edward Hudson Lane III, 12/4/10
Claudia BruCE ’68 to Linda Mussmann, 6/24/11
aSHlEy Call Williams ’95 to Jefferey Williams, 2/28/11
alliCon CoMPTon ryan ’95 to Christopher J. Ryan, 9/18/10
MEndEn PoolE kalan ’01 to Trever Kalan, 5/20/11
lESliE ST JoHn Paul ’01 to Rupert Edsel Paul III, 1/8/11
SaraH HaTFiEld nichols ’04 to Kent Nichols, 6/4/11
JESSiCa MaSSiE Marvin ’04 to James “Jimmy” E. Marvin, 9/25/10
lEigH FraME Peterson ’06 to Matthew Peterson, 12/1/09
SuSan MillEr Ward ’06 to Chad Ward, 7/18/09
SaManTHa BroWn gEary ’11 to John Curtis Geary, 6/4/11

“O! The quiet joy of being in the early morning shade in my garden,
surrounded by dew-laden box-bushes, chartreuse new growth
peeking out from everywhere, cardinals thanking me for sunflower
seeds, all sorts of living creatures chirping and singing, full of the
thrill of living and of the glory of God. It’s getting noisier every
minute and the sun is climbing up as if to read over my shoulder.”

— an excerpt from a 1958 class note by then-class secretary 
Emma Padgett Fitzhugh ‘40, who passed away in September 2011

our CondolEnCES
to the following alumnae/i who lost loved ones

Elia durr Buck ’50, on the passing of her husband,
James M Buck Jr., March 16, 2011.
PaTSy EdWardS Saunders ’50, on the passing of her
husband, Robert T. Saunders Jr., August 10, 2010.
lynn lyTTon Hamer ’52, on the passing of her hus-
band, Dr. Frederick C. Hamer Jr., December 23, 2007.
ElEanor HarWEll Thomsen ’55, on the passing of
her daughter, Ann Thomsen Albinson, March 16, 2011. 
BarBara BulloCk Williams ’57, on the passing of her
husband, Curtis C. Williams III, January 29, 2011. 
PaTSy Ballou Trevillian ’60, on the passing of her
husband, William B. Trevillian Jr., January 28, 2011.
iVa zEilEr lucas ’62, on the passing of her husband,
Professor Raymond E. Lucas, PhD, May 6, 2011.
ann gordon aBBoTT Evans ’65, on the passing of
her mother, Anna Lee Abbott, March 27, 2011. 
Jan WiETHoFF Price ’66 and husband Jimmy on the

passing of their son, Joel Parsons Price, July 7, 2011.
CaTHy ikEnBErry Fawell ’68, on the passing of her
father, Denry C. Ikenberry Jr., June 1, 2011. Denry was
also a former member of the MBC Board of Trustees.
JanE ToWnES ’69, on the passing of her mother,
Katherine Grey Motlow Townes, April 23, 2011.
Cally lEWiS lavigne ’70, on the passing of her moth-
er, Cally R. Wiggin (wife of former MBC President Frank
Bell Lewis, April 16, 2011. 
ruTH MoorE WinSTon ’83, on the passing of her
father, J. Barbee Winston, April 17, 2011. 
CynTHia CroS White ’84, on the passing of her father,
Juan Manuel “John” Cros, June 3, 2011.
MEliSSa HEnTzE ’84, on the passing of her mother,
Vera D. Hentze, April 30, 2011.
The family of James Wesley atkins, on his passing
January 30, 2011.  Condolences go out to his daughter,
SaManTHa aTkinS roberts ’99, and daughter-in-law,
lEigH ann Manning atkins ’97.  
aMBErlEigH CoVEll Powell ’01, on the passing of her
mother, Patricia Wheatley Webber, June 12, 2011.

dana BurnETTE goetz ’05, on the passing of her hus-
band, John David Goetz, July 30, 2011. Also surviving
are daughters Jennifer goetz nystrom ’95, and Emily
goetz Thompson ’99.
The family of lawrence “larry” roderer, on his pass-
ing, February 11, 2011. Larry taught English at MBC’s
regional center in Richmond.
The family of Bette Bosserman Hughes, on her pass-
ing, April 11, 2011. Bette was a former golf instructor at
MBC.
The family of randolph arnold aufranc, on her pass-
ing, May 12, 2011. Randolph previously served as head
of the MBC art department.
The family of Janet F. leonard, on her passing, May 13,
2011. Janet was a former library assistant at MBC.
The family of Mr. robert g. Watt, on his passing, June
2, 2011. Robert was a former member of the MBC Board
of Trustees.
The family of Carol douglas, on her passing, August 4,
2011. Carol was a member of MBC’s Advisory Board of
Visitors 1986-91.

dEaTHS
ElizaBETH JoHnSon Campbell ’30, 7/6/11
Virginia PoinTEr nicholls ’32, 3/20/11
Flora BozarTH Brennan ’34, 5/15/11
MargarET CHildrEy Penzold ’37, 7/31/11
MilliE HuSSEy Hickey ’37, 2/18/11
Virginia kylE Copper ’37, 4/20/11
Carolyn laTHaM Campbell ’38, 12/22/10
ElizaBETH PErroW adamson ’38, 5/7/11
annE STEElE redding ’38, 9/21/09 
EliSE CaSSCEllS Palma ’39, 5/4/11
Hilda BroWn ziegler ’40, 4/29/11
Mary louiSE Van aTTa derr ’40, 10/27/10
EMMa PadgETT Fitzhugh ‘40, 9/26/11
EugEnia FiTzSiMonS Eve ’41, 5/17/11
louiSE kinkEl Boehmke ’41, 2/23/11
kaTHErinE liCklidEr Crane ’41, 5/20/11
HannaH CaMPBEll Boatwright ’42, 6/2/11
Joy gilland Price ’42, 5/23/11
MildrEd HudSon Small ’42, 5/28/11
JoSEPHinE BroWn irvin ’43, 6/5/11
BETTy FrEdEriCk ’43, 9/6/09 
luCiE FoSTEr adams ’44, 6/13/09
Mary kEHnE ’44, 12/5/04 
JEan griFFiTH Mitchell ’45, 4/27/11
Mary ElizaBETH ToMPkinS McManus ’45, 5/23/11
Mary goodriCH Baskin ’46, 7/7/11
CarolinE STark records ’46, 5/19/10
HarriET HinMan Eubank ’48, 4/27/08
lElia Jo Hook ’48, 3/12/11 
JunE lEWiS McHenry ’49, 12/26/10 
SaraH “Sally” giFFin Wilson ’50, 9/4/09
JudiTH HudgE Hawthorne ashcraft ’50, 4/24/11
Marion roddy Mcginnis ’50, 2/14/10
Virginia HadaWay greer ’54, 7/4/11
ElannE laW Smith ’55, 11/21/10
EllaWEllS “duTCHiE” Milligan Williams ’56, 2/12/11
WaVErly rogErSon Moss ’63, 7/3/11
Sandra griSHaM dillard ’64, 5/14/11
JanET roTH Bruno ’72, 5/19/11
ElizaBETH riddlEr lichenstein ’73, 7/20/11
Edna “PagE” HuFF Earp ’82, 2/11/11 
kElly CrEECy Cullifer ’91, 3/14/11
kaTHryn MalonE Bass ’84, 3/15/11
WilliaM “BarT” Cramer ’91, 1/3/11
lESlEy ToPPing Bailey ’93, 8/5/11
linda PainTEr ’95, 6/17/10
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Members of the Class of 1955 and 1956 met at
Emilio’s restaurant during Reunion 2011.
(l-r) mary eleanOr reynOldS henderson ’56,
diana rede Cabell ’56, nanCy payne dahl
’56, SuSan andeS pittman ’56, mary mar-
garet Beale Black ’56, reid StriCkland
nottingham ’56 and tOmlin “tOmmie” hOrn-
Barger Scott ‘55.

(l-r) Cyndi phillipS fletcher ’82, Carla
SpenCer ’90, and peggy weaver Crosson ’67
sang together in fall 2010.

amanda daviS-holloway ‘02 representing
Richmond Public Schools at the National yale
Initiative in July 2011.

Retiring members for the MBC Alumnae/i
Association Board of Directors: (l-r) JeSSie Carr
haden ’54, SuSan pOwell leister ’68, and
nanCy Clark Brand ’94.

(l-r) dee BrandOn alison ’75 and former MBC
French professor Jenny K. Roucher at the Opera
Garnier in Paris.

Six members of the Class of 1961 who started their
MBC journey together in Hilltop Residence Hall in
fall 1957 were together in Nashville for a mini-
reunion in May 2011. (l-r) margO JOlly Cook,
lynn terrell gafford, Judy merritt gibbons,
mary Sharp Swayze, eSther dOughtie
french, and BetSy laSSiter Clark.

Wearing their Fighting Squirrels yoga togs, members of the Class of 1969 snapped a photo at the home of yum Lewis Arnold in Atlanta in early May. (back row, l-r) Judy
JOneS Stevens, Jennifer maCk urquhart, lynn white Cobb, (middle row, l-r) ann lewiS vaughn, mary ellen navaS archibald, penny OdOm thompson, Judy
gallOway, Judy weSt kidd, Sherri miller Stephenson, (front row, l-r) yum lewiS arnold, neely garrett axselle, angie BrOCk.
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Julia lOgan Carvin ‘43 came back to visit
campus August 4, 2011. She knew her classmate,
ruth peterS Sproul ’43 lived nearby and called
her. The two ladies met at the Alumnae House
and then went to the Administration Building to
relive their memories.

anne meaCham ’03 celebrated her marriage to
Ann Marie Malcolm at the Cardome Centre in
Georgetown Ky with (l-r) kendra Clarke ’03,
leSlie rueff ’03, the bride, natalie taSCllO
’03, COurtney leard ’02, and alliSOn ram-
Sey-lefevre ’05.

Virginia Louise Powell was born August 25, 2010,
with big brother Brooks IV. Children of kate
StOkely powell ‘94 and G. Brooks Powell III.   

“This squirrel has been sitting on my bluebird
house quite often this summer and I thought of
Gladys!” said laura reed Bivans ‘80. 

(l-r) Doug Brown, Buri SalinaS gray ‘62, and
BetSy diCkerSOn Brown ‘62 at Buri’s in May
2011. “Betsy and I were roommates at Mary
Baldwin College a hundred years ago! The last
time we saw each other was when Peter and I
were in Cincinnati in 1987.”

The wedding of  kryStal rutledge ’04 and
Khari Harrington on July 22, 2011. (l-r) faith SCOtt
‘04, the bride and groom, emily treadway
greer ‘04, and niani vineS ‘02.

Sister Squirrels at Cami rOa hansen’s ‘07 wedding in February. Pictured (l-r) aminata turay kanu ’07, diane waldman ’07, ruthie gevi rOSaleS ’09, andrea
Skeeter ’06, the bride, gaBrielle Bergeret ’09, elleSSe ferreOl ’05, maria kwOn ’05. kriSty maZZei ledford ’06 also attended.



(l-r) Shawn BrOwn thompson ‘83 of
Oklahoma City, gaBrielle gelZer mcCree ‘83
of Rye Ny, and martha anthOny prioleau ‘83
of Fort Worth Tx.

pat garCia roche ’72, enjoying the day fly fishing!

Molly Ann-Margaret Hamner, born March 17, 2011,
was welcomed by parents a’leigh SpenSieri
hamner ‘02 and Tracey, and big brother Taylor. 

George Alexander Ross Hening, son of katy
hanSOn hening ’08 and husband Ross, born
July 15, 2011.

(l-r) nanCy JaCkSOn miller ‘65, peggy SheltOn
fore ‘52, and Sally armStrOng Bingley ’60 on
a May 2011 Elbe River cruise from Hamburg,
Germany to Prague, Czech Republic.  

JeSSiCa luCCaditO ‘07 with General David
Petraeus in Afghanistan.

(l-r) SuSan train feron ‘69, Jane tOwneS ’69,
pamela leigh anderson ’84,  mary aliCe
BOmar ‘93, helen StevenS forster ’83 at the
women’s basketball SEC tournament in Nashville,
March 2010.

Celebrating eliZaBeth hill’S ‘03 wedding to Elliott Conklin in October 2010: (l-r) nekia freeman ‘03, leah pOttS ‘03, Quiana hawkinS-Cole ‘04, the bride and
groom, dOrOthy COBy ‘03, and kimBerly kern Sweet ‘04

38 Winter 2012



kay hundley fisher ‘61 and husband Bob.

Spencer Campbell Trant, son of lea SpenCer
trant ‘03 and husband John born 7/3/11. maliSSa dewindt mcClintock ‘02 with

daughters Maisie and Elizabeth Catherine Whitlow
McClintock, born on April 24, 2011.

Mary Baldwin College alumnae in Phoenix cele-
brated Apple Day 2011 together at Bill Johnson’s
Big Apple Restaurant. (l-r) uBah anSari
khaSimuddin ‘99 (with daughter Eyshal
Khasimuddin), anni hill fOSter ‘99 (with son
Will Foster), kriStin Barner ‘90, David Loar,
David R. Foster, and Ahsan Khasimuddin.

Mairen Stiefel, daughter of dOri akerman
Stiefel ’92 and Ian of Knoxville, born May 16, 2011.

SuSan ely ryan ’61 (l) with a teaching friend at a
party, summer 2010. Nikhil and Amaiya [both ancient Sansrkit names]

were born July 5, 2010.  They are the grandchil-
dren of nanCy Clark Brand ’94.

Robert “Simpson” Douglas, born June 14, 2011, to emily aleXander douglas ’98 and Kris.
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Jackson Reade Studebaker, born February 28,
2011, to Sarah helen Shea Studebaker ‘03 and
Peyton.  Jackson is the grandson of deBBie
wOlfe Shea ’77 and Thomas Shea.

Couper Marshall Gibbs (at 8 months), grandson of
franCeS wentZ taber ’62 and Bo.

(l-r) mary ClOud hamiltOn hollingshead ‘61,
nanCy pOle larocca ‘75 Sue mCdOwell
whitlock ’67, and SuSan JOhnSOn high ’62 (not
pictured) attended a luncheon at Manufacturers’
Golf and Country Club in Fort Washington PA with
MBC Vice President for Institutional Advancement
David Atchley and Director of Development
Tamara Brainerd.

erin kelly marsicano and husband Joe welcomed
their first child, Sophia Jane, March 7, 2011.

Wedding bells rang for Sarah hatfield ‘04 and
Kent Nichols on June 4, 2011.  At the event were 
(l-r) lindSey lieBerman ‘04, the bride, and liZ
watSOn ‘04.

A 1984 “Secret Squirrel” get-together at Jennifer
Sisk’s house in Matthews VA, June 2011.  laura
kerr weaver, gini gateS diStanislao, mary
pOllard raith, martha  Smith Collett, Jen-
nifer lamBert Sisk, Jerrianne thOmaS, and
Sue ShellenBerger Cooper.

Mary Baldwin women at laken hOpkinS harrell’s ‘07 wedding. (l-r) patty nadeau ’06, laura yaCOniellO kennedy ’08, ChriStina hatCher Shea ’07, the bride,
lauren Cerruti wright ’07, and thereSe “terry” landin ’06.

did you MiSS THE nEWS 
about one of our newest minors? 

Turn back to page 12 to read more about the opportunity 
to study coaching and exercise leadership at MBC.«««



roll it!
A boom mic. An evergreen wreath. A candid laugh. The President's House

provided a stunning backdrop for a holiday video greeting from President

Pamela Fox and her husband, Dan Layman. Students in the President's

Society were featured in the piece, which was filmed by Harrisonburg-

based production company DIGICO and distributed in mid-December. 
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Students show their creativity while

decorating some of the 365 gingerbread

squirrels baked by Dan Layman for the 

annual holiday cookie party 
hosted by himself and his wife,

President Pamela Fox. For the past

several years, Layman, associate vice

president for Institutional Advancement,

has brought out a giant box of supplies

— including edible pearls of all sizes

and colors, sugar misting cans, colored

gels, cake markers, and candy shapes.

This year, he also treated attendees to

homemade marzipan bars, hazelnut

linzer cookies, peanut butter blossoms,

mexican wedding cookies, and

marshmallow wreaths. Layman admits

that the tradition of student decorating

began by accident: He simply didn't

have enough time to personally

decorate them before the first

gathering, so he set out plain cookies to

see what would happen. A memorable

Mary Baldwin tradition was born.


